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The Bible is a collection of letters, poems, stories, visions, prophetic oracles, wisdom 

to engage these collected works as the different kinds of writing that they are, and to 
read them as whole books. We encourage you to read big, to not merely take in little 
fragments of the Bible. The introductions at the start of each book will help you to do 
this.
 But it is also important not to view the Bible as a gathering of unrelated writings. 
Overall, the Bible is a narrative. These books come together to tell God’s true story and 
his plan to set the world right again. Thisstory of the Bible falls naturally into six key 

 But even more precisely, we can 
say the story of the Bible is a drama. 
The key to a drama is that it has to 
be acted out, performed, lived. It 
can’t remain as only words on a page.  
A drama is an activated story. The 
Bible was written so we could enter 
into its story. It is meant to be lived.  
 All of us, without exception, live 
our lives as a drama. We are on stage 
every single day. What will we say? 

What will we do? According to which story will we live? If we are not answering these 
questions with the biblical script, we will follow another. We can’t avoid living by 
someone’s stage instructions, even if merely our own.

not ended. God’s saving action continues. We are all invited to take up our own roles 
in this ongoing story of redemption and new creation. So, welcome to the drama of the 
Bible. Welcome to the story of how God intends to renew your life, and the life of the 
world. God himself is calling you to engage with his word. 

THE DRAMA 
OF THE BIBLE 
IN SIX ACTS

“I had always  

and if there is a story,  
there is a story-teller.” 

G. K. Chesterton



already on the stage creating a world. He makes a man and a woman, 
Adam and Eve, and places them in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. The earth is created to be their home. God’s intention is 
for humanity to be in close, trusting relationship with him and in harmony 

with the rest of creation that surrounds them. 
 In a startling passage, the Bible tells us that human beings are God’s image-bearers, 

 An equally remarkable part of Act 1 is the description of God as coming into the 

for humanity, God himself comes to make the beautiful new creation his home as well.
God saw all that he 

had made, and it was very good. Act 1 reveals God’s original desire for the world. It 
shows us that life itself is a gift from the Creator. It tells us what we were made for and 
provides the setting for all the action that follows. 

decide to go their own way and seek their own wisdom. They listen to the 
deceptive voice of God’s enemy, Satan, and doubt God’s trustworthiness. 
They decide to live apart from the word that God himself has given them. 
They decide to be a law to themselves. 

 The disobedience of Adam and Eve—the introduction of sin into our world—is 
presented in the Bible as having devastating consequences. Humans were created 

creation. But now humanity must live with the fracturing of all these relations and with 
the resulting shame, brokenness, pain, loneliness—and death.
 Heaven and earth—God’s realm and our realm—were intended to be united. 
God’s desire from the beginning was clearly to live with us in the world he made. 
But now God is hidden. Now it is possible to be in our world and not know him, not 
experience his presence, not follow his ways, not live in gratitude.

their way back to the source of life. They will devise any number of philosophies and 
religions, trying to make sense of a fallen, yet haunting world. But death now stalks 

relationship between God and humanity restored? Can heaven and earth be reunited? 
Or did God’s enemy effectively end the plan and subvert the story? 
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 CALLING ISRAEL TO A MISSION

We see the direction of God’s redemptive plan when he calls 
Abraham, promising to make him into a great nation. God narrows 
his focus and concentrates on one group of people. But the ultimate 

the curse from creation. 
 When Abraham’s descendants are enslaved in Egypt, a central pattern in the 

a covenant with this new nation of Israel at Mt. Sinai. Israel is called by God to 
be a light to the nations, showing the world what it means to follow God’s ways 
for living. If they will do this, he will bless them in their new land and will come 
to live with them. 
 However, God also warns them that if they are not faithful to the covenant, 
he will send them away, just as he did with Adam and Eve. In spite of God’s 
repeated warnings through his prophets, Israel seems determined to break the 
covenant. So God abandons the holy temple—the sign of his presence with his 
people—and it is smashed by pagan invaders. Israel’s capital city Jerusalem is 
sacked and burned.
 Abraham’s descendants, chosen to reverse the failure of Adam, have now 
apparently also failed. The problem this poses in the biblical story is profound. 
Israel, sent as the divine answer to Adam’s fall, cannot escape Adam’s sin. God, 
however, remains committed to his people and his plan, so he sows the seed of 
a different outcome. He promises to send a new king, a descendant of Israel’s 
great King David, who will lead the nation back to its destiny. The very prophets 
who warned Israel of the dire consequences of its wrongdoing also pledge that 
the good news of God’s victory will be heard in Israel once again.
 Act 3 ends tragically, with God apparently absent and the pagan nations 
ruling over Israel. But the hope of a promise remains. There is one true God. He 
has chosen Israel. He will return to his people to live with them again. He will 
bring justice, peace and healing to Israel, and then to the world. He will do this 

has given his word on this.

THE SURPRISING VICTORY OF JESUS

“He is the god made manifest . . . the universal savior of 
human life.” These words, referring to Caesar Augustus (found 

 
gospel of the Roman Empire. This version of the good news 
announces that Caesar is the lord who brings peace and 

prosperity to the world.
 Into this empire a son of David is born, and he announces the gospel of 
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God’s reign. He begins to show what God’s new creation looks like. He announces 
the end of Israel’s exile and the forgiveness of sins. He heals the sick and raises the 
dead. He overcomes the dark spiritual powers. He welcomes sinners and those 
considered unclean. Jesus renews the nation, rebuilding the twelve tribes of Israel 
around himself in a symbolic way. 
 But the established religious leaders are threatened by Jesus and his kingdom, 
so they have him brought before the Roman governor. During the very week that 
the Jews were remembering and celebrating Passover—God’s ancient rescue of 
his people from slavery in Egypt—the Romans nail Jesus to a cross and kill him as 
a false king. 
 But the Bible claims that this defeat is actually God’s greatest victory. How? 
Jesus willingly gives up his life as a sacrifice on behalf of the nation, on behalf of 
the world. Jesus takes onto himself the full force of evil and empties it of its power. 
In this surprising way, Jesus fights and wins Israel’s ultimate battle. The real enemy 
was never Rome, but the spiritual powers that lie behind Rome and every other 
kingdom whose weapon is death. Through his blood Jesus pays the price and 
reconciles everything in heaven and on earth to God.
 God then publicly declares this victory by reversing Jesus’ death sentence 
and raising him back to life. The resurrection of Israel’s king shows that the great 
enemies of God’s creation—sin and death—really have been defeated. The 
resurrection is the great sign that the new creation has begun.
 Jesus is the fulfillment of Israel’s story and a new start for the entire human 
race. Death came through the first man, Adam. The resurrection of the dead 
comes through the new man, Jesus. God’s original intention is being reclaimed.

THE RENEWED PEOPLE OF GOD

If the key victory has already been secured, why is there an Act 5? The 
answer is that God wants the victory of Jesus to spread to all the nations 
of the world. The risen Jesus says to his disciples, “Peace be with you! As 
the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” So this new act in the drama 
tells the story of how the earliest followers of Jesus began to spread the 

good news of God’s reign. 
 According to the New Testament, all those who belong to Israel’s Messiah are 
children of Abraham, heirs of both the ancient promises and the ancient mission. The 
task of bringing blessing to the peoples of the world has been given again to Abraham’s 
family. Their mission is to live out the liberating message of the good news of God’s 
kingdom.
 God is gathering people from all around the world and forming them into 
assemblies of Jesus-followers—his church. Together they are God’s new temple, the 
place where his Spirit lives. They are the community of those who have pledged their 
allegiance to Jesus as the true Lord of the world. They have crossed from death into 
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new life, through the power of God’s Spirit. They demonstrate God’s love across the 
usual boundaries of race, class, tribe and nation. 
 Forgiveness of sins and reconciliation with God can now be announced to all. 
Following in the steps of Jesus, his followers proclaim this gospel in both word and 
deed. The power of this new, God-given life breaking into the world is meant to be 
shown by the real-world actions of the Christian community. But the message also has 
a warning. When the Messiah returns, he will come as the rightful judge of the world.
 The Bible is the story of the central struggle weaving its way through the history of 
the world. And now the story arrives at our own time, enveloping us in its drama. 

this story? What role will we play? God is inviting us to be a part of his mission of re-
creation—of bringing restoration, justice and forgiveness. We are to join in the task of 
making things new, to be a living sign of what is to come when the drama is complete.

GOD COMES HOME

God’s  future has come into our  world through the work 
of Jesus  the  Messiah. But for now, the present evil age also  
continues. Brokenness, wrongdoing, sickness and even death 
remain. We live in the time of the overlap of the ages, the time of  

 We live in the time of invitation, when the call of the gospel goes out to every 
creature. Of course, many still live as though God doesn’t exist. They do not 
acknowledge the rule of the Messiah. But the day is coming when Jesus will return to earth 
and the reign of God will become an uncontested reality throughout the world. 
 God’s presence will be fully and openly with us once again, as it was at the 
beginning of the drama. God’s plan of redemption will reach its goal. The creation will 

regret and shame, suffering and death will be no more.

bodies. Empowered by the Spirit, and unhindered by sin and death, we will pursue our 
original vocation as a renewed humanity. We will be culture makers, under God but 
over the world. Having been remade in the image of Christ, we will share in bringing 
his wise, caring rule to the earth. 
 At the center of it all will be God himself. He will return and make his home with 
us, this time in a new heavens and a new earth. We, along with the rest of creation, will 

world will be full of his glory.
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 edition expresses the ancient 
concept of the fourfold gospel in a fresh way. Here 
each gospel is placed at the beginning of a group of 
closely related books. In this way the groups of books 
can be seen as giving four witnesses to the one gospel 
of Jesus the Messiah. This cross-shaped presentation of 
the New Testament highlights the uniqueness of each 
voice while preserving the unity of the collection.
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The Bible isn’t a single book. It’s a collection of many books that were written, 
preserved and gathered together so that they could be shared with new generations 
of readers. Reading, of course, is not an end in itself. Especially in the case of the 
Bible, reading is a means of entering into the story. Overall, the Bible is an invitation 

world’s renewal. Reading is a step in this journey.  is intended 
to help readers have a more meaningful encounter with the sacred writings and to 
read with more understanding, so they can take their places more readily within this 
story of new creation. 
 Just as the Bible is not a single book, the Bible is more than bare words. 
Those who wrote its books chose to put them in particular forms, using the literary 
conventions appropriate to those forms. Many different kinds of writing are found in 

and more. All of these forms must be read as the literature they really are, or else 
misunderstanding and distortion of meaning are bound to follow. In order to engage 
the text on its own terms, good readers will honor the agreement between themselves 
and the biblical writers implied by the choices of particular forms. Good readers will 
respect the conventions of these forms. In other words, they’ll read poetry as poetry, 
songs as songs, stories as stories, and so forth.   
 Unfortunately, for some time now the Bible has been printed in a format that hides 
its literary forms under a mask of numbers. These break the text into bits and sections 
that the authors never intended. And so seeks instead to present 
the books in their distinctive literary forms and structures. It draws on the key insight 
that visual presentation can be a crucial aid to right reading, good understanding and 
a better engagement with the Bible.  

 

 

 

 
 them better.

   PREFACE TO
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 Why have we made these changes? First of all, the chapters and verses in the 
Bible weren’t put there by the original authors. The present system of chapter divisions 
was devised in the thirteenth century, and our present verse divisions weren’t added 
until the sixteenth. Chapters and verses have imposed a foreign structure on the Bible 

don’t correspond with the actual divisions of thought. They require readers to make 
sense of only part of a longer discussion as if it were complete in itself, or else to try 
to combine two separate discussions into one coherent whole. Moreover, because the 
Bible’s chapters are all roughly the same length, they can at best only indicate sections 

within biblical books. 
 When verses are treated as intentional units (as their numbering suggests they 

as a collection of rules or as a series of propositions. Also, when “Bible verses” are 
treated as independent and free-standing statements, they can be taken selectively out 
of context and arranged in such a way as to suggest that the Bible supports beliefs and 
positions that it really doesn’t. 

text around the sought out citation. In order to encourage greater understanding and 
more responsible use of the Bible, we’ve removed chapter and verse numberings from 

 Because the biblical books were handwritten, read out loud and then hand-

to indicate divisions within the text itself. They often did this by repeating a phrase 
or expression each time they made a transition from one section to another. We can 

characteristics of a book, such as changes in topic, movement in place or time, or shifts 
from one kind of writing to another. Through line spacing, we’ve marked off sections 

lines, and so on, up to four-line breaks in the largest books. We’ve also indicated key 
divisions with a large initial capital letter of new sections. Our goal is to encourage 
meaningful units to be read in their entirety and so with greater appreciation and 
understanding. 
 Footnotes, section headings and other supplemental materials have been removed 
from the page in order to give readers a more direct and immediate experience of the 
word of God. At the beginning of each biblical book we’ve included an invitation to 
that particular writing with background information on why it was written and how 
we understand it to be put together. Beyond this, we encourage readers to study the 
Bible in community. We believe that if they do, they and their teachers, leaders and 
peers will provide one another with much more information and many more insights 
than could ever be included in notes added by publishers. 
 The books of the Bible were written or recorded individually. When they were 
gathered together, they were placed into a variety of orders. Unfortunately, the order 
in which today’s readers typically encounter these books is yet another factor that 
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hinders their understanding. Paul’s letters, for example, have been put in order of 

express the development of his thought. The traditional order of the biblical books 
can also encourage misunderstandings of what kind of writing a particular work is. 

wisdom tradition. But it’s typically placed within a group of letters, suggesting that it, 

to order the books so that their literary types, their circumstances of composition and 

the different parts of the Bible will explain how we have ordered the books in these 
sections, and why. 

the Bible on the principles described here will never be completed. Advances in the 
literary interpretation of the biblical books will undoubtedly enable the work we’ve 
begun here to be extended and improved in the years ahead. Yet the need to help 
readers overcome the many obstacles inherent in the Bible’s current format is urgent, 
so we humbly offer the results of our work to those seeking an improved visual 
presentation of its sacred books. 
 We gratefully acknowledge the assistance of many lay people, clergy, scholars 
and people engaged in active Scripture outreach who’ve reviewed our work. They’ve 
shared their considerable knowledge and expertise with us and continue to provide 

in this format rests with us. We trust that readers will gain a deeper appreciation for, 
and a greater understanding of, these sacred texts. Our hope and prayer is that their 
engagement with will enable them to take up their own roles 
in God’s great drama of redemption.

The Bible Design Group 
Biblica 
Colorado Springs, Colorado 
March 2011 

More information on The Books of the Bible may be found at
 Biblica.com/TheBooks
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how God is restoring his original purpose in creation by working through the chosen 

God is and what he’s like once and for all. 
 Through his teaching, Jesus revealed the deepest meaning of the laws and 
institutions God gave to the people of Israel. Through his actions, he demonstrated what 
human life and community were meant to be, as he brought healing and restoration 
everywhere he went. And through his death and resurrection, Jesus introduced the 
forgiveness and life of the age to come into the present age. The New Testament also 
tells how the followers of Jesus formed a new community and invited people from all 
over the world to join them. It describes how they worked together to live out the reign 
of God that Jesus had announced and begun. Finally, the New Testament looks ahead 
to the day when Jesus will return to renew all of creation and to establish God’s justice 
and peace throughout the earth.
 The New Testament tells this story through the words of twenty-six different books 

century. These books vary in length and they represent several different kinds of writing. 
Most of them are letters, some as short as a single page. On the other hand, a book 
of history that contains two volumes, Luke-Acts, makes up one quarter of the entire 
New Testament. There are also books that continue literary traditions developed in the 
First Testament. James is similar to the wisdom books of Proverbs and Ecclesiastes, and 
Revelation is an apocalypse like the second half of the book of Daniel.
 The New Testament also contains what are traditionally known as the four 

refers to the basic content of the message about Jesus that his followers shared far 
and wide. Thus The Gospel According to Matthew
originally meant the good news as told by Matthew. The story of Jesus’ life does serve 
as the framework and foundation for the books of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, but 
in important ways these books still differ from one another in their literary character 

books with an appreciation for when and why they were written, and for the kind of 
literature they represent, the story of how Jesus brought God’s plan to its culmination 
unfolds before us.
 Unfortunately, the order of the books of the New Testament in most printed Bibles 
today doesn’t help us appreciate these things. For example, since Luke and Acts are 
two volumes of a single work, they should be read together. The three letters of John 
are best understood when read with the Gospel of John, since they are all by the 
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Acts are separated by the Gospel of John, and John’s letters are separated from his 
Gospel by most of the New Testament. In addition, the wisdom book of James has 
been traditionally placed in the middle of a group of letters, suggesting that it should 

apostle Paul wrote are presented roughly in order of length. As a result, they’re out 

thought.
 The order of the New Testament books in this edition seeks to express the ancient 
concept of the fourfold gospel in a fresh way. The traditional priority of the stories of 
Jesus is retained, but now each Gospel is placed at the beginning of a group of related 
books. The presentation of four witnesses to the one gospel of Jesus the Messiah is 
enhanced by a fuller arrangement that will help readers better appreciate why the 
books of the New Testament were written and what kind of literature they represent. 
The four sets of books, each headed by a Gospel, form a cross, as it were, around the 

they provide an overview of the New Testament period. This allows readers to see 
where most of the other books belong. Next come Paul’s letters in the order in which 
we believe they were most likely written. Luke was one of Paul’s co-workers in sharing 
the good news about Jesus, so it’s appropriate to pair Paul’s letters with Luke’s volumes. 
The Gospel according to Matthew comes next, together with two books—Hebrews 
and James—which are also addressed to Jews who believed in Jesus as their Messiah. 
Then comes the Gospel according to Mark (which many scholars believe was actually 

tell the story of Jesus’ life from Peter’s perspective. Also included in this group is the 

Gospel according to John, which can suitably come last among the Gospels because 

letters of John follow his Gospel. The book of Revelation is appropriately placed last 
and by itself, since it is unique in literary type and perspective, and since it describes 
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THE  
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   INVITATION TO
   LUKE-ACTS

Luke and Acts are two volumes of a single work. Beginning with the life and ministry 
of Jesus the Messiah, they trace the history of his followers down to the author’s own 

assure followers of Jesus that what they’d been taught about him was trustworthy. It’s 
likely that Theophilus, the man who sponsored and helped circulate this work, was a 

most excellent 
Theophilus
someone who’s been instructed in the Christian faith and says he wants him to know 
the certainty of the things you have been taught. Luke no doubt wishes the same for 
the many people that Theophilus will share the work with.
 Luke-Acts also shows that the true God is faithful and can be trusted completely. 
It does this by documenting how God kept a promise made to the people of Israel 
by sending them Jesus as their long-awaited Messiah, or King. It then shows how 
God invited non-Jews (known as Gentiles) to follow Jesus as well. Luke’s history thus 
demonstrates that the extension of God’s blessings to people such as Theophilus and 

plan God has been pursuing over the ages. In the Bible’s story, it has been Israel’s role 
all along to bring God’s light to the rest of the world. The earliest Jesus-followers take 
up this calling by announcing Jesus’ victory over sin and death to all the nations. This 
theme runs all the way through both volumes, with Paul and Barnabas telling one 
Jewish audience:

 The Lord has commanded us:
  “I have made you a light for the Gentiles,
  that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

 So L

life. In the second volume, the movement is away from Jerusalem to other nations, 
closing with Paul proclaiming the kingdom of God in Rome, the capital of the empire.
 Compared with other national histories of the time, which often contained twenty 
or more volumes, Luke’s is short. Each of its two volumes covers about thirty years. 
Like other historians of his day, Luke provides an outline of important events and 
stocks it with details from the sources available to him: letters, speeches, songs, travel 
accounts, trial transcripts and biographical anecdotes. (Luke had access to these as a 
co-worker and traveling companion of the apostle Paul.)

introduces the main themes of the whole work by telling the story of Jesus’ early life. 
This book then has three main sections: 



of Israel (pp. 11–24).
: The second section presents a long journey to Jerusalem, during which Jesus 
teaches and answers questions about what it means to follow him (pp. 25–42).
: The third describes how Jesus gave his life in Jerusalem and then rose again to be 
the Ruler and the Savior of the world (pp. 42–54). 

 The second volume, the book of Acts, has six parts. Each one describes a 
successive phase in the expansion of the community of Jesus-followers outward from 
Jerusalem. The divisions between them are marked by variations on the phrase, The 

.

: In the
speaking, enabling it to spread its message throughout the empire (pp. 55–64).
: In the second phase, the community expands into the rest of Palestine  
(pp. 64–70).
: In the third phase, Gentiles are included in the community along with Jews  
(pp. 70–75). 
: In the fourth part, the community intentionally sends messengers westward into 
the populous Roman province of Asia (pp. 75–81). 

into the highest levels of society. God’s invitation is thus extended to all nations 
(pp. 87–102).
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1:1–1:17

M any have un der tak en to draw up an ac count of the  things that have 
been ful filled  among us, just as they were hand ed down to us by 

 those who from the  first were eye wit ness es and ser vants of the word. With 
this in mind,  since I my self have care ful ly in ves ti gat ed ev ery thing from the 
be gin ning, I too de cid ed to  write an or der ly ac count for you, most ex cel lent 
The oph i lus, so that you may know the cer tain ty of the  things you have been 
taught.
3
3
3

I n the time of Her od king of Ju dea  there was a  priest  named Zech a ri ah, 
who be longed to the priest ly di vi sion of Abi jah; his wife Eliz a beth was 

also a de scen dant of Aar on. Both of them were righ teous in the  sight of God, 
ob serv ing all the  Lord’s com mands and de crees blame less ly. But they were 
child less be cause Eliz a beth was not able to con ceive, and they were both 
very old.

Once when Zech a ri ah’s di vi sion was on duty and he was serv ing as 
 priest be fore God, he was cho sen by lot, ac cord ing to the cus tom of the 
priest hood, to go into the tem ple of the Lord and burn in cense. And when 
the time for the burn ing of in cense came, all the as sem bled wor ship ers 
were pray ing out side.

Then an an gel of the Lord ap peared to him, stand ing at the  right side 
of the al tar of in cense. When Zech a ri ah saw him, he was star tled and was 
 gripped with fear. But the an gel said to him: “Do not be  afraid, Zech a ri ah; 
your  prayer has been  heard. Your wife Eliz a beth will bear you a son, and 
you are to call him John. He will be a joy and de light to you, and many will 
re joice be cause of his  birth, for he will be  great in the  sight of the Lord. He 
is nev er to take wine or oth er fer ment ed  drink, and he will be  filled with the 
Holy Spir it even be fore he is born. He will  bring back many of the peo ple of 
Is ra el to the Lord  their God. And he will go on be fore the Lord, in the spir it 
and pow er of Eli jah, to turn the  hearts of the par ents to  their chil dren and 
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1:18–1:42

4 | Luke-Acts  

the dis obe di ent to the wis dom of the righ teous —  to make  ready a peo ple 
pre pared for the Lord.”

Zech a ri ah  asked the an gel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man 
and my wife is well  along in years.”

The an gel said to him, “I am Ga bri el. I  stand in the pres ence of God, 
and I have been sent to  speak to you and to tell you this good news. And 
now you will be si lent and not able to  speak un til the day this hap pens, 
be cause you did not be lieve my  words,  which will come true at  their ap-
point ed time.”

Mean while, the peo ple were wait ing for Zech a ri ah and won der ing why 
he  stayed so long in the tem ple. When he came out, he  could not  speak to 
them. They re al ized he had seen a vi sion in the tem ple, for he kept mak ing 
 signs to them but re mained un able to speak.

When his time of ser vice was com plet ed, he re turned home. Af ter this 
his wife Eliz a beth be came preg nant and for five  months re mained in se clu-
sion. “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In  these days he has  shown 
his fa vor and tak en away my dis grace  among the peo ple.”
1
In the  sixth  month of Eliz a beth’s preg nan cy, God sent the an gel Ga bri el 
to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee, to a vir gin  pledged to be mar ried to a man 
 named Jo seph, a de scen dant of Da vid. The vir gin’s name was Mary. The 
an gel went to her and said, “Greet ings, you who are high ly fa vored! The 
Lord is with you.”

Mary was great ly trou bled at his  words and won dered what kind of 
greet ing this  might be. But the an gel said to her, “Do not be  afraid, Mary; 
you have  found fa vor with God. You will con ceive and give  birth to a son, 
and you are to call him  Jesus. He will be  great and will be  called the Son of 
the Most High. The Lord God will give him the  throne of his fa ther Da vid, 
and he will  reign over Ja cob’s de scen dants for ev er; his king dom will nev er 
end.”

“How will this be,” Mary  asked the an gel, “since I am a vir gin?”
The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come on you, and the pow er 

of the Most High will over shad ow you. So the holy one to be born will be 
 called the Son of God. Even Eliz a beth your rel a tive is go ing to have a  child 
in her old age, and she who was said to be un able to con ceive is in her  sixth 
 month. For no word from God will ever fail.”

“I am the  Lord’s ser vant,” Mary an swered. “May your word to me be 
ful filled.” Then the an gel left her.
1
At that time Mary got  ready and hur ried to a town in the hill coun try of 
Ju dea, where she en tered Zech a ri ah’s home and greet ed Eliz a beth. When 
Eliz a beth  heard  Mary’s greet ing, the baby  leaped in her womb, and Eliz a-
beth was  filled with the Holy Spir it. In a loud  voice she ex claimed: “Blessed 
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are you  among wom en, and  blessed is the  child you will bear! But why am 
I so fa vored, that the moth er of my Lord  should come to me? As soon as the 
 sound of your greet ing  reached my ears, the baby in my womb  leaped for 
joy. Blessed is she who has be lieved that the Lord  would ful fill his prom is es 
to her!”

And Mary said:

  “My soul glorifies the Lord
  and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
  for he has been mindful
  of the humble state of his servant.
  From now on all generations will call me blessed,
  for the Mighty One has done great things for me —  
  holy is his name.
  His mercy extends to those who fear him,
  from generation to generation.
  He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
  he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
  He has brought down rulers from their thrones
  but has lifted up the humble.
  He has filled the hungry with good things
  but has sent the rich away empty.
  He has helped his servant Israel,
  remembering to be merciful
  to Abraham and his descendants forever,
  just as he promised our ancestors.”

Mary  stayed with Eliz a beth for  about  three  months and then re turned 
home.
1
When it was time for Eliz a beth to have her baby, she gave  birth to a son. Her 
neigh bors and rel a tives  heard that the Lord had  shown her  great mer cy, and 
they  shared her joy.

On the  eighth day they came to cir cum cise the  child, and they were 
go ing to name him af ter his fa ther Zech a ri ah, but his moth er  spoke up and 
said, “No! He is to be  called John.”

They said to her, “There is no one  among your rel a tives who has that 
name.”

Then they made  signs to his fa ther, to find out what he  would like to 
name the  child. He  asked for a writ ing tab let, and to ev ery one’s as ton ish-
ment he  wrote, “His name is John.” Im me di ate ly his  mouth was  opened and 
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his  tongue set free, and he be gan to  speak, prais ing God. All the neigh bors 
were  filled with awe, and through out the hill coun try of Ju dea peo ple were 
talk ing  about all  these  things. Ev ery one who  heard this won dered  about it, 
ask ing, “What then is this  child go ing to be?” For the  Lord’s hand was with 
him.

His fa ther Zech a ri ah was  filled with the Holy Spir it and proph e sied:

  “Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel,
  because he has come to his people and redeemed them.
  He has raised up a horn of salvation for us
  in the house of his servant David
  (as he said through his holy prophets of long ago),
  salvation from our enemies
  and from the hand of all who hate us —  
  to show mercy to our ancestors
  and to remember his holy covenant,
  the oath he swore to our father Abraham:
  to rescue us from the hand of our enemies,
  and to enable us to serve him without fear
  in holiness and righteousness before him all our days.

  And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High;
  for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
  to give his people the knowledge of salvation
  through the forgiveness of their sins,
  because of the tender mercy of our God,
  by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven
  to shine on those living in darkness
  and in the shadow of death,
  to guide our feet into the path of peace.”

And the  child grew and be came  strong in spir it; and he  lived in the wil-
der ness un til he ap peared pub lic ly to Is ra el.
2
2
In  those days Cae sar Au gus tus is sued a de cree that a cen sus  should be tak-
en of the en tire Ro man  world. (This was the  first cen sus that took  place 
 while Qui rin i us was gov er nor of Syr ia.) And ev ery one went to  their own 
town to reg is ter.

So Jo seph also went up from the town of Naz a reth in Gal i lee to Ju dea, 
to Beth le hem the town of Da vid, be cause he be longed to the  house and 
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line of Da vid. He went  there to reg is ter with Mary, who was  pledged to be 
mar ried to him and was ex pect ing a  child. While they were  there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave  birth to her first born, a son. She 
 wrapped him in  cloths and  placed him in a man ger, be cause  there was no 
 guest room avail able for them.

And  there were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by, keep ing  watch 
over  their  flocks at  night. An an gel of the Lord ap peared to them, and the 
glo ry of the Lord  shone  around them, and they were ter ri fied. But the an gel 
said to them, “Do not be  afraid. I  bring you good news that will cause  great 
joy for all the peo ple. To day in the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to 
you; he is the Mes si ah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a 
baby  wrapped in  cloths and ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  great com pa ny of the heav en ly host ap peared with the an-
gel, prais ing God and say ing,

  “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
  and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”

When the an gels had left them and gone into heav en, the shep herds 
said to one an oth er, “Let’s go to Beth le hem and see this  thing that has hap-
pened,  which the Lord has told us about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph, and the baby, who was 
ly ing in the man ger. When they had seen him, they  spread the word con-
cern ing what had been told them  about this  child, and all who  heard it 
were  amazed at what the shep herds said to them. But Mary trea sured up all 
 these  things and pon dered them in her  heart. The shep herds re turned, glo-
ri fy ing and prais ing God for all the  things they had  heard and seen,  which 
were just as they had been told.
1
On the  eighth day, when it was time to cir cum cise the  child, he was  named 
 Jesus, the name the an gel had giv en him be fore he was con ceived.

When the time came for the pu ri fi ca tion  rites re quired by the Law of 
Mo ses, Jo seph and Mary took him to Je ru sa lem to pre sent him to the Lord 
(as it is writ ten in the Law of the Lord, “Ev ery first born male is to be con se-
crat ed to the Lord” ), and to of fer a sac ri fice in keep ing with what is said in 
the Law of the Lord: “a pair of  doves or two  young pi geons.”

Now  there was a man in Je ru sa lem  called Sim e on, who was righ teous 
and de vout. He was wait ing for the con so la tion of Is ra el, and the Holy Spir it 
was on him. It had been re vealed to him by the Holy Spir it that he  would 
not die be fore he had seen the  Lord’s Mes si ah. Moved by the Spir it, he went 
into the tem ple  courts. When the par ents  brought in the  child  Jesus to do 
for him what the cus tom of the Law re quired, Sim e on took him in his arms 
and  praised God, say ing:
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  “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised,
  you may now dismiss your servant in peace.
  For my eyes have seen your salvation,
  which you have prepared in the sight of all nations:
  a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
  and the glory of your people Israel.”

The  child’s fa ther and moth er mar veled at what was said  about him. 
Then Sim e on  blessed them and said to Mary, his moth er: “This  child is des-
tined to  cause the fall ing and ris ing of many in Is ra el, and to be a sign that 
will be spo ken  against, so that the  thoughts of many  hearts will be re vealed. 
And a  sword will  pierce your own soul too.”

There was also a proph et, Anna, the daugh ter of Pe nu el, of the  tribe of 
Ash er. She was very old; she had  lived with her hus band sev en  years af ter 
her mar riage, and then was a wid ow un til she was  eighty-four. She nev er 
left the tem ple but wor shiped  night and day, fast ing and pray ing. Com ing 
up to them at that very mo ment, she gave  thanks to God and  spoke  about 
the  child to all who were look ing for ward to the re demp tion of Je ru sa lem.

When Jo seph and Mary had done ev ery thing re quired by the Law of 
the Lord, they re turned to Gal i lee to  their own town of Naz a reth. And the 
 child grew and be came  strong; he was  filled with wis dom, and the  grace of 
God was on him.
2
2
Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Fes ti val of the Pass over. 
When he was  twelve  years old, they went up to the fes ti val, ac cord ing to 
the cus tom. Af ter the fes ti val was over,  while his par ents were re turn ing 
home, the boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in Je ru sa lem, but they were un aware of 
it. Think ing he was in  their com pa ny, they trav eled on for a day. Then they 
be gan look ing for him  among  their rel a tives and  friends. When they did not 
find him, they went back to Je ru sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they 
 found him in the tem ple  courts, sit ting  among the teach ers, lis ten ing to 
them and ask ing them ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him was  amazed at 
his un der stand ing and his an swers. When his par ents saw him, they were 
as ton ished. His moth er said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? 
Your fa ther and I have been anx ious ly search ing for you.”

“Why were you search ing for me?” he  asked. “Didn’t you know I had to 
be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what he was say ing 
to them.

Then he went down to Naz a reth with them and was obe di ent to them. 
But his moth er trea sured all  these  things in her  heart. And  Jesus grew in 
wis dom and stat ure, and in fa vor with God and man.
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2
2
In the fif teenth year of the  reign of Ti be ri us Cae sar —  when Pon tius Pi late 
was gov er nor of Ju dea, Her od te trarch of Gal i lee, his broth er Phil ip te-
trarch of It u rea and Trac o ni tis, and Ly sa ni as te trarch of Ab i le ne — dur ing 
the high-priest hood of An nas and Cai a phas, the word of God came to John 
son of Zech a ri ah in the wil der ness. He went into all the coun try  around the 
Jor dan, preach ing a bap tism of re pen tance for the for give ness of sins. As it 
is writ ten in the book of the  words of Isa iah the proph et:

  “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord,
  make straight paths for him.
  Every valley shall be filled in,
  every mountain and hill made low.
  The crooked roads shall become straight,
  the rough ways smooth.
  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ”

John said to the  crowds com ing out to be bap tized by him, “You  brood 
of vi pers! Who  warned you to flee from the com ing  wrath? Pro duce  fruit in 
keep ing with re pen tance. And do not be gin to say to your selves, ‘We have 
Abra ham as our fa ther.’ For I tell you that out of  these  stones God can  raise 
up chil dren for Abra ham. The ax is al ready at the root of the  trees, and ev-
ery tree that does not pro duce good  fruit will be cut down and  thrown into 
the fire.”

“What  should we do then?” the  crowd asked.
John an swered, “Any one who has two  shirts  should  share with the one 

who has none, and any one who has food  should do the same.”
Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, “what 

 should we do?”
“Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” he told them.
Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”
He re plied, “Don’t ex tort mon ey and  don’t ac cuse peo ple false ly —  be 

con tent with your pay.”
The peo ple were wait ing ex pec tant ly and were all won der ing in  their 

 hearts if John  might pos si bly be the Mes si ah. John an swered them all, “I 
bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is more pow er ful than I will come, 
the  straps of  whose san dals I am not wor thy to un tie. He will bap tize you 
with the Holy Spir it and fire. His win now ing fork is in his hand to  clear his 
thresh ing  floor and to gath er the  wheat into his barn, but he will burn up 
the  chaff with un quench able fire.” And with many oth er  words John ex-
hort ed the peo ple and pro claimed the good news to them.
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But when John re buked Her od the te trarch be cause of his mar riage to 
He ro di as, his broth er’s wife, and all the oth er evil  things he had done, Her-
od add ed this to them all: He  locked John up in pris on.
2
2
When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. And as he 
was pray ing, heav en was  opened and the Holy Spir it de scend ed on him in 
bodi ly form like a dove. And a  voice came from heav en: “You are my Son, 
whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
1
Now  Jesus him self was  about thir ty  years old when he be gan his min is try. 
He was the son, so it was  thought, of Jo seph,

  the son of Heli, the son of Mat that,
  the son of Levi, the son of Mel ki,
  the son of Jan nai, the son of Jo seph,
  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Amos,
  the son of Na hum, the son of Esli,
  the son of Nag gai, the son of Ma ath,
  the son of Mat ta thi as, the son of Sem e in,
  the son of Jo sek, the son of Joda,
  the son of Jo a nan, the son of Rhe sa,
  the son of Ze rub ba bel, the son of She al ti el,
  the son of Neri, the son of Mel ki,
  the son of Addi, the son of Co sam,
  the son of El ma dam, the son of Er,
  the son of Josh ua, the son of El i e zer,
  the son of Jo rim, the son of Mat that,
  the son of Levi, the son of Sim e on,
  the son of Ju dah, the son of Jo seph,
  the son of Jo nam, the son of Eli a kim,
  the son of Me lea, the son of Men na,
  the son of Mat ta tha, the son of Na than,
  the son of Da vid, the son of Jes se,
  the son of Obed, the son of Boaz,
  the son of Sal mon, the son of Nah shon,
  the son of Am min a dab, the son of Ram,
  the son of Hez ron, the son of Pe rez,
  the son of Ju dah, the son of Ja cob,
  the son of  Isaac, the son of Abra ham,
  the son of Te rah, the son of Na hor,
  the son of Se rug, the son of Reu,
  the son of Pe leg, the son of Eber,
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  the son of She lah, the son of Ca i nan,
  the son of Ar phax ad, the son of Shem,
  the son of Noah, the son of La mech,
  the son of Me thu se lah, the son of Enoch,
  the son of Ja red, the son of Ma ha la lel,
  the son of Ke nan, the son of Enosh,
  the son of Seth, the son of Adam,
  the son of God.

Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan and was led by the Spir it 
into the wil der ness, where for for ty days he was tempt ed by the dev il. He ate 
noth ing dur ing  those days, and at the end of them he was hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone to be-
come bread.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Man shall not live on  bread alone.’ ”
The dev il led him up to a high  place and  showed him in an in stant all 

the king doms of the  world. And he said to him, “I will give you all  their au-
thor i ty and splen dor; it has been giv en to me, and I can give it to any one I 
want to. If you wor ship me, it will all be yours.”

Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten: ‘Wor ship the Lord your God and  serve 
him only.’ ”

The dev il led him to Je ru sa lem and had him  stand on the high est  point 
of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw your self down 
from here. For it is writ ten:

  “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you
  to guard you carefully;
  they will lift you up in their hands,
  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ ”

Jesus an swered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ”
When the dev il had fin ished all this tempt ing, he left him un til an op-

por tune time.
3
3
3

J esus re turned to Gal i lee in the pow er of the Spir it, and news  about him 
 spread  through the  whole coun try side. He was teach ing in  their syn a-

gogues, and ev ery one  praised him.
He went to Naz a reth,  where he had been  brought up, and on the Sab-

bath day he went into the syn a gogue, as was his cus tom. He  stood up to 
read, and the  scroll of the proph et Isa iah was hand ed to him. Un roll ing it, 
he  found the  place  where it is writ ten:
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  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
  because he has anointed me
  to proclaim good news to the poor.
  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
  and recovery of sight for the blind,
  to set the oppressed free,
  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Then he  rolled up the  scroll, gave it back to the at ten dant and sat down. 
The eyes of ev ery one in the syn a gogue were fas tened on him. He be gan by 
say ing to them, “To day this scrip ture is ful filled in your hear ing.”

All  spoke well of him and were  amazed at the gra cious  words that came 
from his lips. “Isn’t this Jo seph’s son?” they asked.

Jesus said to them, “Sure ly you will  quote this prov erb to me: ‘Phy si-
cian, heal your self !’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your home town what 
we have  heard that you did in Ca per na um.’ ”

“Tru ly I tell you,” he con tin ued, “no proph et is ac cept ed in his home-
town. I as sure you that  there were many wid ows in Is ra el in Eli jah’s time, 
when the sky was shut for  three and a half  years and  there was a se vere 
fam ine through out the land. Yet Eli jah was not sent to any of them, but to 
a wid ow in Zar e phath in the re gion of Si don. And  there were many in Is-
ra el with lep ro sy in the time of Eli sha the proph et, yet not one of them was 
 cleansed —  only Na a man the Syr i an.”

All the peo ple in the syn a gogue were fu ri ous when they  heard this. 
They got up,  drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the 
hill on  which the town was  built, in or der to  throw him off the  cliff. But he 
 walked  right  through the  crowd and went on his way.
1
Then he went down to Ca per na um, a town in Gal i lee, and on the Sab bath 
he  taught the peo ple. They were  amazed at his teach ing, be cause his  words 
had au thor i ty.

In the syn a gogue  there was a man pos sessed by a de mon, an im pure 
spir it. He  cried out at the top of his  voice, “Go away! What do you want with 
us,  Jesus of Naz a reth? Have you come to de stroy us? I know who you are —  
the Holy One of God!”

“Be qui et!”  Jesus said stern ly. “Come out of him!” Then the de mon 
 threw the man down be fore them all and came out with out in jur ing him.

All the peo ple were  amazed and said to each oth er, “What  words  these 
are! With au thor i ty and pow er he  gives or ders to im pure spir its and they 
come out!” And the news  about him  spread through out the sur round ing 
area.
1
Jesus left the syn a gogue and went to the home of Si mon. Now Si mon’s 
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moth er-in-law was suf fer ing from a high fe ver, and they  asked  Jesus to help 
her. So he bent over her and re buked the fe ver, and it left her. She got up at 
once and be gan to wait on them.

At sun set, the peo ple  brought to  Jesus all who had var i ous  kinds of sick-
ness, and lay ing his  hands on each one, he  healed them. More over, de mons 
came out of many peo ple, shout ing, “You are the Son of God!” But he re-
buked them and  would not al low them to  speak, be cause they knew he was 
the Mes si ah.

At day break,  Jesus went out to a sol i tary  place. The peo ple were look ing 
for him and when they came to  where he was, they  tried to keep him from 
leav ing them. But he said, “I must pro claim the good news of the king dom 
of God to the oth er  towns also, be cause that is why I was sent.” And he kept 
on preach ing in the syn a gogues of Ju dea.
1
One day as  Jesus was stand ing by the Lake of Gen nes a ret, the peo ple were 
crowd ing  around him and lis ten ing to the word of God. He saw at the wa-
ter’s edge two  boats, left  there by the fish er men, who were wash ing  their 
nets. He got into one of the  boats, the one be long ing to Si mon, and  asked 
him to put out a lit tle from  shore. Then he sat down and  taught the peo ple 
from the boat.

When he had fin ished speak ing, he said to Si mon, “Put out into deep 
wa ter, and let down the nets for a catch.”

Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and  haven’t 
 caught any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down the nets.”

When they had done so, they  caught such a  large num ber of fish that 
 their nets be gan to  break. So they sig naled  their part ners in the oth er boat 
to come and help them, and they came and  filled both  boats so full that 
they be gan to sink.

When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees and said, “Go away 
from me, Lord; I am a sin ful man!” For he and all his com pan ions were as-
ton ished at the  catch of fish they had tak en, and so were  James and John, 
the sons of Zeb e dee, Si mon’s part ners.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “Don’t be  afraid; from now on you will fish 
for peo ple.” So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore, left ev ery thing and fol-
lowed him.
1
While  Jesus was in one of the  towns, a man came  along who was cov ered 
with lep ro sy. When he saw  Jesus, he fell with his face to the  ground and 
 begged him, “Lord, if you are will ing, you can make me clean.”

Jesus  reached out his hand and  touched the man. “I am will ing,” he 
said. “Be  clean!” And im me di ate ly the lep ro sy left him.

Then  Jesus or dered him, “Don’t tell any one, but go, show your self to the 
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 priest and of fer the sac ri fic es that Mo ses com mand ed for your cleans ing, 
as a tes ti mo ny to them.”

Yet the news  about him  spread all the more, so that  crowds of peo ple 
came to hear him and to be  healed of  their sick ness es. But  Jesus of ten with-
drew to lone ly plac es and prayed.
1
One day  Jesus was teach ing, and Phar i sees and teach ers of the law were sit-
ting  there. They had come from ev ery vil lage of Gal i lee and from Ju dea and 
Je ru sa lem. And the pow er of the Lord was with  Jesus to heal the sick. Some 
men came car ry ing a par a lyzed man on a mat and  tried to take him into 
the  house to lay him be fore  Jesus. When they  could not find a way to do this 
be cause of the  crowd, they went up on the roof and low ered him on his mat 
 through the  tiles into the mid dle of the  crowd,  right in  front of  Jesus.

When  Jesus saw  their  faith, he said, “Friend, your sins are for giv en.”
The Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be gan think ing to them-

selves, “Who is this fel low who  speaks blas phe my? Who can for give sins 
but God alone?”

Jesus knew what they were think ing and  asked, “Why are you think ing 
 these  things in your  hearts? Which is eas i er: to say, ‘Your sins are for giv en,’ 
or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has 
au thor i ty on  earth to for give sins.” So he said to the par a lyzed man, “I tell 
you, get up, take your mat and go home.” Im me di ate ly he  stood up in  front 
of them, took what he had been ly ing on and went home prais ing God. Ev-
ery one was  amazed and gave  praise to God. They were  filled with awe and 
said, “We have seen re mark able  things to day.”
1
Af ter this,  Jesus went out and saw a tax col lec tor by the name of Levi sit ting 
at his tax  booth. “Fol low me,”  Jesus said to him, and Levi got up, left ev ery-
thing and fol lowed him.

Then Levi held a  great ban quet for  Jesus at his  house, and a  large  crowd 
of tax col lec tors and oth ers were eat ing with them. But the Phar i sees and 
the teach ers of the law who be longed to  their sect com plained to his dis ci-
ples, “Why do you eat and  drink with tax col lec tors and sin ners?”

Jesus an swered them, “It is not the  healthy who need a doc tor, but the 
sick. I have not come to call the righ teous, but sin ners to re pen tance.”

They said to him, “John’s dis ci ples of ten fast and pray, and so do the 
dis ci ples of the Phar i sees, but  yours go on eat ing and drink ing.”

Jesus an swered, “Can you make the  friends of the bride groom fast 
 while he is with them? But the time will come when the bride groom will be 
tak en from them; in  those days they will fast.”

He told them this par a ble: “No one  tears a  piece out of a new gar ment to 
 patch an old one. Other wise, they will have torn the new gar ment, and the 
 patch from the new will not  match the old. And no one pours new wine into 

!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./011222":!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./011222": 45""5-!""222674-7!328945""5-!""222674-7!3289



5:38–6:20

  Luke-Acts | 15

old wine skins. Other wise, the new wine will  burst the  skins; the wine will 
run out and the wine skins will be ru ined. No, new wine must be  poured 
into new wine skins. And no one af ter drink ing old wine  wants the new, for 
they say, ‘The old is bet ter.’ ”
1
One Sab bath  Jesus was go ing  through the grain fields, and his dis ci ples be-
gan to pick some  heads of  grain, rub them in  their  hands and eat the ker-
nels. Some of the Phar i sees  asked, “Why are you do ing what is un law ful on 
the Sab bath?”

Jesus an swered them, “Have you nev er read what Da vid did when he 
and his com pan ions were hun gry? He en tered the  house of God, and tak ing 
the con se crat ed  bread, he ate what is law ful only for  priests to eat. And he 
also gave some to his com pan ions.” Then  Jesus said to them, “The Son of 
Man is Lord of the Sab bath.”

On an oth er Sab bath he went into the syn a gogue and was teach ing, 
and a man was  there  whose  right hand was shriv eled. The Phar i sees and 
the teach ers of the law were look ing for a rea son to ac cuse  Jesus, so they 
 watched him close ly to see if he  would heal on the Sab bath. But  Jesus knew 
what they were think ing and said to the man with the shriv eled hand, “Get 
up and  stand in  front of ev ery one.” So he got up and  stood there.

Then  Jesus said to them, “I ask you,  which is law ful on the Sab bath: to 
do good or to do evil, to save life or to de stroy it?”

He  looked  around at them all, and then said to the man, “Stretch out 
your hand.” He did so, and his hand was com plete ly re stored. But the Phar i-
sees and the teach ers of the law were fu ri ous and be gan to dis cuss with one 
an oth er what they  might do to  Jesus.
1
One of  those days  Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray, and  spent the 
 night pray ing to God. When morn ing came, he  called his dis ci ples to him 
and  chose  twelve of them, whom he also des ig nat ed apos tles: Si mon (whom 
he  named Pe ter), his broth er An drew,  James, John, Phil ip, Bar thol o mew, 
Mat thew, Thom as,  James son of Al phae us, Si mon who was  called the Zeal-
ot, Ju das son of  James, and Ju das Is car i ot, who be came a trai tor.

He went down with them and  stood on a lev el  place. A  large  crowd of 
his dis ci ples was  there and a  great num ber of peo ple from all over Ju dea, 
from Je ru sa lem, and from the coast al re gion  around Tyre and Si don, who 
had come to hear him and to be  healed of  their dis eas es.  Those trou bled by 
im pure spir its were  cured, and the peo ple all  tried to  touch him, be cause 
pow er was com ing from him and heal ing them all.

Look ing at his dis ci ples, he said:

  “Blessed are you who are poor,
  for yours is the kingdom of God.
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  Blessed are you who hunger now,
  for you will be satisfied.
  Blessed are you who weep now,
  for you will laugh.
  Blessed are you when people hate you,
  when they exclude you and insult you
  and reject your name as evil,
  because of the Son of Man.

“Re joice in that day and leap for joy, be cause  great is your re ward in 
heav en. For that is how  their an ces tors treat ed the proph ets.

  “But woe to you who are rich,
  for you have already received your comfort.
  Woe to you who are well fed now,
  for you will go hungry.
  Woe to you who laugh now,
  for you will mourn and weep.
  Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
  for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

“But to you who are lis ten ing I say: Love your en e mies, do good to  those 
who hate you, bless  those who  curse you, pray for  those who mis treat you. 
If some one  slaps you on one  cheek, turn to them the oth er also. If some one 
 takes your coat, do not with hold your  shirt from them. Give to ev ery one 
who asks you, and if any one  takes what be longs to you, do not de mand it 
back. Do to oth ers as you  would have them do to you.

“If you love  those who love you, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners 
love  those who love them. And if you do good to  those who are good to you, 
what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners do that. And if you lend to  those 
from whom you ex pect re pay ment, what cred it is that to you? Even sin ners 
lend to sin ners, ex pect ing to be re paid in full. But love your en e mies, do 
good to them, and lend to them with out ex pect ing to get any thing back. 
Then your re ward will be  great, and you will be chil dren of the Most High, 
be cause he is kind to the un grate ful and wick ed. Be mer ci ful, just as your 
Fa ther is mer ci ful.

“Do not  judge, and you will not be  judged. Do not con demn, and you 
will not be con demned. For give, and you will be for giv en. Give, and it will 
be giv en to you. A good mea sure,  pressed down, shak en to geth er and run-
ning over, will be  poured into your lap. For with the mea sure you use, it will 
be mea sured to you.”

He also told them this par a ble: “Can the  blind lead the  blind? Will they 
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not both fall into a pit? The stu dent is not  above the teach er, but every one 
who is ful ly  trained will be like  their teach er.

“Why do you look at the  speck of saw dust in your broth er’s eye and pay 
no at ten tion to the  plank in your own eye? How can you say to your broth-
er, ‘Broth er, let me take the  speck out of your eye,’ when you your self fail 
to see the  plank in your own eye? You hyp o crite,  first take the  plank out 
of your eye, and then you will see clear ly to re move the  speck from your 
broth er’s eye.

“No good tree  bears bad  fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good  fruit. Each 
tree is rec og nized by its own  fruit. Peo ple do not pick figs from thorn bush-
es, or  grapes from bri ers. A good man  brings good  things out of the good 
 stored up in his  heart, and an evil man  brings evil  things out of the evil 
 stored up in his  heart. For the  mouth speaks what the  heart is full of.

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? As for 
every one who comes to me and hears my  words and puts them into prac-
tice, I will show you what they are like. They are like a man build ing a  house, 
who dug down deep and laid the foun da tion on rock. When a  flood came, 
the tor rent  struck that  house but  could not  shake it, be cause it was well 
 built. But the one who hears my  words and does not put them into prac tice 
is like a man who  built a  house on the  ground with out a foun da tion. The 
mo ment the tor rent  struck that  house, it col lapsed and its de struc tion was 
com plete.”
1
When  Jesus had fin ished say ing all this to the peo ple who were lis ten ing, 
he en tered Ca per na um. There a cen tu ri on’s ser vant, whom his mas ter val-
ued high ly, was sick and  about to die. The cen tu ri on  heard of  Jesus and sent 
some el ders of the Jews to him, ask ing him to come and heal his ser vant. 
When they came to  Jesus, they plead ed ear nest ly with him, “This man de-
serves to have you do this, be cause he  loves our na tion and has  built our 
syn a gogue.” So  Jesus went with them.

He was not far from the  house when the cen tu ri on sent  friends to say 
to him: “Lord,  don’t trou ble your self, for I do not de serve to have you come 
un der my roof. That is why I did not even con sid er my self wor thy to come 
to you. But say the word, and my ser vant will be  healed. For I my self am a 
man un der au thor i ty, with sol diers un der me. I tell this one, ‘Go,’ and he 
goes; and that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and 
he does it.”

When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at him, and turn ing to the 
 crowd fol low ing him, he said, “I tell you, I have not  found such  great  faith 
even in Is ra el.” Then the men who had been sent re turned to the  house and 
 found the ser vant well.
1
Soon af ter ward,  Jesus went to a town  called Nain, and his dis ci ples and a 
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 large  crowd went  along with him. As he ap proached the town gate, a dead 
per son was be ing car ried out —  the only son of his moth er, and she was a 
wid ow. And a  large  crowd from the town was with her. When the Lord saw 
her, his  heart went out to her and he said, “Don’t cry.”

Then he went up and  touched the bier they were car ry ing him on, and 
the bear ers  stood  still. He said, “Young man, I say to you, get up!” The dead 
man sat up and be gan to talk, and  Jesus gave him back to his moth er.

They were all  filled with awe and  praised God. “A  great proph et has ap-
peared  among us,” they said. “God has come to help his peo ple.” This news 
 about  Jesus  spread through out Ju dea and the sur round ing coun try.
1
John’s dis ci ples told him  about all  these  things. Call ing two of them, he 
sent them to the Lord to ask, “Are you the one who is to come, or  should we 
ex pect some one else?”

When the men came to  Jesus, they said, “John the Bap tist sent us to 
you to ask, ‘Are you the one who is to come, or  should we ex pect some one 
else?’ ”

At that very time  Jesus  cured many who had dis eas es, sick ness es and 
evil spir its, and gave  sight to many who were  blind. So he re plied to the mes-
sen gers, “Go back and re port to John what you have seen and  heard: The 
 blind re ceive  sight, the lame walk,  those who have lep ro sy are  cleansed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are  raised, and the good news is pro claimed to the poor. 
Blessed is any one who does not stum ble on ac count of me.”

Af ter  John’s mes sen gers left,  Jesus be gan to  speak to the  crowd  about 
John: “What did you go out into the wil der ness to see? A reed  swayed by 
the wind? If not, what did you go out to see? A man  dressed in fine  clothes? 
No,  those who wear ex pen sive  clothes and in dulge in lux u ry are in pal ac es. 
But what did you go out to see? A proph et? Yes, I tell you, and more than a 
proph et. This is the one  about whom it is writ ten:

  “ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you,
  who will prepare your way before you.’

I tell you,  among  those born of wom en  there is no one great er than John; yet 
the one who is  least in the king dom of God is great er than he.”

(All the peo ple, even the tax col lec tors, when they  heard  Jesus’  words, 
ac knowl edged that  God’s way was  right, be cause they had been bap tized by 
John. But the Phar i sees and the ex perts in the law re ject ed  God’s pur pose 
for them selves, be cause they had not been bap tized by John.)

Jesus went on to say, “To what, then, can I com pare the peo ple of this 
gen er a tion? What are they like? They are like chil dren sit ting in the mar-
ket place and call ing out to each oth er:
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  “ ‘We played the pipe for you,
  and you did not dance;
  we sang a dirge,
  and you did not cry.’

For John the Bap tist came nei ther eat ing  bread nor drink ing wine, and you 
say, ‘He has a de mon.’ The Son of Man came eat ing and drink ing, and you 
say, ‘Here is a glut ton and a drunk ard, a  friend of tax col lec tors and sin ners.’ 
But wis dom is  proved  right by all her chil dren.”
1
When one of the Phar i sees in vit ed  Jesus to have din ner with him, he went 
to the Phar i see’s  house and re clined at the ta ble. A wom an in that town who 
 lived a sin ful life  learned that  Jesus was eat ing at the Phar i see’s  house, so 
she came  there with an al a bas ter jar of per fume. As she  stood be hind him 
at his feet weep ing, she be gan to wet his feet with her  tears. Then she  wiped 
them with her hair,  kissed them and  poured per fume on them.

When the Phar i see who had in vit ed him saw this, he said to him self, 
“If this man were a proph et, he  would know who is touch ing him and what 
kind of wom an she is —  that she is a sin ner.”

Jesus an swered him, “Si mon, I have some thing to tell you.”
“Tell me, teach er,” he said.
“Two peo ple owed mon ey to a cer tain mon ey lend er. One owed him 

five hun dred de nar ii, and the oth er fif ty. Nei ther of them had the mon ey to 
pay him back, so he for gave the  debts of both. Now  which of them will love 
him more?”

Si mon re plied, “I sup pose the one who had the big ger debt for giv en.”
“You have  judged cor rect ly,”  Jesus said.
Then he  turned to ward the wom an and said to Si mon, “Do you see this 

wom an? I came into your  house. You did not give me any wa ter for my feet, 
but she wet my feet with her  tears and  wiped them with her hair. You did 
not give me a kiss, but this wom an, from the time I en tered, has not  stopped 
kiss ing my feet. You did not put oil on my head, but she has  poured per fume 
on my feet. There fore, I tell you, her many sins have been for giv en —  as her 
 great love has  shown. But who ev er has been for giv en lit tle  loves lit tle.”

Then  Jesus said to her, “Your sins are for giv en.”
The oth er  guests be gan to say  among them selves, “Who is this who 

even for gives sins?”
Jesus said to the wom an, “Your  faith has  saved you; go in peace.”

2
2
Af ter this,  Jesus trav eled  about from one town and vil lage to an oth er, pro-
claim ing the good news of the king dom of God. The  Twelve were with him, 
and also some wom en who had been  cured of evil spir its and dis eas es: Mary 
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(called Mag da lene) from whom sev en de mons had come out; Jo an na the 
wife of Chu za, the man ag er of Her od’s house hold; Su san na; and many oth-
ers.  These wom en were help ing to sup port them out of  their own means.
1
While a  large  crowd was gath er ing and peo ple were com ing to  Jesus from 
town af ter town, he told this par a ble: “A farm er went out to sow his seed. 
As he was scat ter ing the seed, some fell  along the path; it was tram pled on, 
and the  birds ate it up. Some fell on  rocky ground, and when it came up, 
the  plants with ered be cause they had no mois ture. Oth er seed fell  among 
 thorns,  which grew up with it and  choked the  plants. Still oth er seed fell on 
good soil. It came up and yield ed a crop, a hun dred  times more than was 
sown.”

When he said this, he  called out, “Who ev er has ears to hear, let them 
hear.”

His dis ci ples  asked him what this par a ble  meant. He said, “The knowl-
edge of the se crets of the king dom of God has been giv en to you, but to oth-
ers I  speak in par a bles, so that,

  “ ‘though seeing, they may not see;
  though hearing, they may not understand.’

“This is the mean ing of the par a ble: The seed is the word of God. Those 
 along the path are the ones who hear, and then the dev il  comes and  takes 
away the word from  their  hearts, so that they may not be lieve and be  saved. 
Those on the  rocky ground are the ones who re ceive the word with joy when 
they hear it, but they have no root. They be lieve for a  while, but in the time 
of test ing they fall away. The seed that fell  among  thorns  stands for  those 
who hear, but as they go on  their way they are  choked by  life’s wor ries, rich-
es and plea sures, and they do not ma ture. But the seed on good soil  stands 
for  those with a no ble and good  heart, who hear the word, re tain it, and by 
per se ver ing pro duce a crop.

“No one  lights a lamp and  hides it in a clay jar or puts it un der a bed. In-
stead, they put it on a  stand, so that  those who come in can see the  light. For 
 there is noth ing hid den that will not be dis closed, and noth ing con cealed 
that will not be  known or  brought out into the open. There fore con sid er 
care ful ly how you lis ten. Who ever has will be giv en more; who ever does not 
have, even what they  think they have will be tak en from them.”
1
Now  Jesus’ moth er and broth ers came to see him, but they were not able to 
get near him be cause of the  crowd. Some one told him, “Your moth er and 
broth ers are stand ing out side, want ing to see you.”

He re plied, “My moth er and broth ers are  those who hear  God’s word 
and put it into prac tice.”
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1
One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Let us go over to the oth er side of the 
lake.” So they got into a boat and set out. As they  sailed, he fell  asleep. A 
 squall came down on the lake, so that the boat was be ing  swamped, and 
they were in  great dan ger.

The dis ci ples went and woke him, say ing, “Mas ter, Mas ter,  we’re go ing 
to drown!”

He got up and re buked the wind and the rag ing wa ters; the  storm sub-
sid ed, and all was calm. “Where is your  faith?” he  asked his dis ci ples.

In fear and amaze ment they  asked one an oth er, “Who is this? He com-
mands even the  winds and the wa ter, and they obey him.”
1
They  sailed to the re gion of the Ger a senes,  which is  across the lake from 
Gal i lee. When  Jesus  stepped  ashore, he was met by a de mon-pos sessed 
man from the town. For a long time this man had not worn  clothes or  lived 
in a  house, but had  lived in the  tombs. When he saw  Jesus, he  cried out and 
fell at his feet, shout ing at the top of his  voice, “What do you want with me, 
 Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you,  don’t tor ture me!” For  Jesus 
had com mand ed the im pure spir it to come out of the man. Many  times it 
had  seized him, and  though he was  chained hand and foot and kept un der 
 guard, he had bro ken his  chains and had been driv en by the de mon into 
sol i tary plac es.

Jesus  asked him, “What is your name?”
“Le gion,” he re plied, be cause many de mons had gone into him. And 

they  begged  Jesus re peat ed ly not to or der them to go into the Abyss.
A  large herd of pigs was feed ing  there on the hill side. The de mons 

 begged  Jesus to let them go into the pigs, and he gave them per mis sion. 
When the de mons came out of the man, they went into the pigs, and the 
herd  rushed down the  steep bank into the lake and was drowned.

When  those tend ing the pigs saw what had hap pened, they ran off and 
re port ed this in the town and coun try side, and the peo ple went out to see 
what had hap pened. When they came to  Jesus, they  found the man from 
whom the de mons had gone out, sit ting at  Jesus’ feet,  dressed and in his 
 right mind; and they were  afraid. Those who had seen it told the peo ple 
how the de mon-pos sessed man had been  cured. Then all the peo ple of the 
re gion of the Ger a senes  asked  Jesus to  leave them, be cause they were over-
come with fear. So he got into the boat and left.

The man from whom the de mons had gone out  begged to go with him, 
but  Jesus sent him away, say ing, “Re turn home and tell how much God has 
done for you.” So the man went away and told all over town how much  Jesus 
had done for him.
1
Now when  Jesus re turned, a  crowd wel comed him, for they were all ex pect-
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ing him. Then a man  named Ja i rus, a syn a gogue lead er, came and fell at 
 Jesus’ feet, plead ing with him to come to his  house be cause his only daugh-
ter, a girl of  about  twelve, was dy ing.

As  Jesus was on his way, the  crowds al most  crushed him. And a wom-
an was  there who had been sub ject to bleed ing for  twelve  years, but no one 
 could heal her. She came up be hind him and  touched the edge of his  cloak, 
and im me di ate ly her bleed ing stopped.

“Who  touched me?”  Jesus asked.
When they all de nied it, Pe ter said, “Mas ter, the peo ple are crowd ing 

and press ing  against you.”
But  Jesus said, “Some one  touched me; I know that pow er has gone out 

from me.”
Then the wom an, see ing that she  could not go un no ticed, came trem-

bling and fell at his feet. In the pres ence of all the peo ple, she told why she 
had  touched him and how she had been in stant ly  healed. Then he said to 
her, “Daugh ter, your  faith has  healed you. Go in peace.”

While  Jesus was  still speak ing, some one came from the  house of Ja i rus, 
the syn a gogue lead er. “Your daugh ter is dead,” he said. “Don’t both er the 
teach er any more.”

Hear ing this,  Jesus said to Ja i rus, “Don’t be  afraid; just be lieve, and she 
will be healed.”

When he ar rived at the  house of Ja i rus, he did not let any one go in with 
him ex cept Pe ter, John and  James, and the  child’s fa ther and moth er. Mean-
while, all the peo ple were wail ing and mourn ing for her. “Stop wail ing,” 
 Jesus said. “She is not dead but asleep.”

They  laughed at him, know ing that she was dead. But he took her by the 
hand and said, “My  child, get up!” Her spir it re turned, and at once she  stood 
up. Then  Jesus told them to give her some thing to eat. Her par ents were as-
ton ished, but he or dered them not to tell any one what had hap pened.
1
When  Jesus had  called the  Twelve to geth er, he gave them pow er and au-
thor i ty to  drive out all de mons and to cure dis eas es, and he sent them out 
to pro claim the king dom of God and to heal the sick. He told them: “Take 
noth ing for the jour ney —  no  staff, no bag, no  bread, no mon ey, no ex tra 
 shirt. What ev er  house you en ter, stay  there un til you  leave that town. If peo-
ple do not wel come you,  leave  their town and  shake the dust off your feet as 
a tes ti mo ny  against them.” So they set out and went from vil lage to vil lage, 
pro claim ing the good news and heal ing peo ple ev ery where.

Now Her od the te trarch  heard  about all that was go ing on. And he was 
per plexed be cause some were say ing that John had been  raised from the 
dead, oth ers that Eli jah had ap peared, and  still oth ers that one of the proph-
ets of long ago had come back to life. But Her od said, “I be head ed John. 
Who, then, is this I hear such  things  about?” And he  tried to see him.
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1
When the apos tles re turned, they re port ed to  Jesus what they had done. 
Then he took them with him and they with drew by them selves to a town 
 called Beth sa i da, but the  crowds  learned  about it and fol lowed him. He 
wel comed them and  spoke to them  about the king dom of God, and  healed 
 those who need ed heal ing.

Late in the af ter noon the  Twelve came to him and said, “Send the  crowd 
away so they can go to the sur round ing vil lag es and coun try side and find 
food and lodg ing, be cause we are in a re mote  place here.”

He re plied, “You give them some thing to eat.”
They an swered, “We have only five  loaves of  bread and two fish —  un-

less we go and buy food for all this  crowd.” (About five thou sand men were 
there.)

But he said to his dis ci ples, “Have them sit down in  groups of  about fif ty 
each.” The dis ci ples did so, and ev ery one sat down. Tak ing the five  loaves 
and the two fish and look ing up to heav en, he gave  thanks and  broke them. 
Then he gave them to the dis ci ples to dis trib ute to the peo ple. They all ate 
and were sat is fied, and the dis ci ples  picked up  twelve bas ket fuls of bro ken 
piec es that were left over.
1
Once when  Jesus was pray ing in pri vate and his dis ci ples were with him, he 
 asked them, “Who do the  crowds say I am?”

They re plied, “Some say John the Bap tist; oth ers say Eli jah; and  still 
oth ers, that one of the proph ets of long ago has come back to life.”

“But what  about you?” he  asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Pe ter an swered, “God’s Mes si ah.”
Jesus strict ly  warned them not to tell this to any one. And he said, “The 

Son of Man must suf fer many  things and be re ject ed by the el ders, the  chief 
 priests and the teach ers of the law, and he must be  killed and on the  third 
day be  raised to life.”

Then he said to them all: “Who ev er  wants to be my dis ci ple must deny 
them selves and take up  their  cross dai ly and fol low me. For who ev er  wants 
to save  their life will lose it, but who ev er los es  their life for me will save it. 
What good is it for some one to gain the  whole  world, and yet lose or for feit 
their very self ? Who ever is  ashamed of me and my  words, the Son of Man 
will be  ashamed of them when he  comes in his glo ry and in the glo ry of the 
Fa ther and of the holy an gels.

“Tru ly I tell you, some who are stand ing here will not  taste  death be fore 
they see the king dom of God.”
1
About  eight days af ter  Jesus said this, he took Pe ter, John and  James with 
him and went up onto a moun tain to pray. As he was pray ing, the ap pear-
ance of his face  changed, and his  clothes be came as  bright as a  flash of 
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light ning. Two men, Mo ses and Eli jah, ap peared in glo ri ous splen dor, talk-
ing with  Jesus. They  spoke  about his de par ture,  which he was  about to  bring 
to ful fill ment at Je ru sa lem. Pe ter and his com pan ions were very  sleepy, but 
when they be came ful ly  awake, they saw his glo ry and the two men stand-
ing with him. As the men were leav ing  Jesus, Pe ter said to him, “Mas ter, it 
is good for us to be here. Let us put up  three shel ters —  one for you, one for 
Mo ses and one for Eli jah.” (He did not know what he was say ing.)

While he was speak ing, a  cloud ap peared and cov ered them, and they 
were  afraid as they en tered the  cloud. A  voice came from the  cloud, say ing, 
“This is my Son, whom I have cho sen; lis ten to him.” When the  voice had 
spo ken, they  found that  Jesus was  alone. The dis ci ples kept this to them-
selves and did not tell any one at that time what they had seen.
1
The next day, when they came down from the moun tain, a  large  crowd 
met him. A man in the  crowd  called out, “Teach er, I beg you to look at my 
son, for he is my only  child. A spir it seiz es him and he sud den ly  screams; it 
 throws him into con vul sions so that he  foams at the  mouth. It scarce ly ever 
 leaves him and is de stroy ing him. I  begged your dis ci ples to  drive it out, but 
they  could not.”

“You un be liev ing and per verse gen er a tion,”  Jesus re plied, “how long 
 shall I stay with you and put up with you?  Bring your son here.”

Even  while the boy was com ing, the de mon  threw him to the  ground in 
a con vul sion. But  Jesus re buked the im pure spir it,  healed the boy and gave 
him back to his fa ther. And they were all  amazed at the great ness of God.
1
While ev ery one was mar vel ing at all that  Jesus did, he said to his dis ci ples, 
“Lis ten care ful ly to what I am  about to tell you: The Son of Man is go ing to 
be de liv ered in to the  hands of men.” But they did not un der stand what this 
 meant. It was hid den from them, so that they did not  grasp it, and they were 
 afraid to ask him  about it.

An ar gu ment start ed  among the dis ci ples as to  which of them  would 
be the great est. Jesus, know ing  their  thoughts, took a lit tle  child and had 
him  stand be side him. Then he said to them, “Who ev er wel comes this lit-
tle  child in my name wel comes me; and who ev er wel comes me wel comes 
the one who sent me. For it is the one who is  least  among you all who is the 
great est.”

“Mas ter,” said John, “we saw some one driv ing out de mons in your 
name and we  tried to stop him, be cause he is not one of us.”

“Do not stop him,”  Jesus said, “for who ev er is not  against you is for 
you.”
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A s the time ap proached for him to be tak en up to heav en,  Jesus res o lute-
ly set out for Je ru sa lem. And he sent mes sen gers on  ahead, who went 

into a Sa mar i tan vil lage to get  things  ready for him; but the peo ple  there did 
not wel come him, be cause he was head ing for Je ru sa lem. When the dis ci-
ples  James and John saw this, they  asked, “Lord, do you want us to call fire 
down from heav en to de stroy them ?” But  Jesus  turned and re buked them. 
Then he and his dis ci ples went to an oth er vil lage.
1
As they were walk ing  along the road, a man said to him, “I will fol low you 
wher ev er you go.”

Jesus re plied, “Fox es have  dens and  birds have  nests, but the Son of 
Man has no  place to lay his head.”

He said to an oth er man, “Fol low me.”
But he re plied, “Lord,  first let me go and bury my fa ther.”
Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury  their own dead, but you go and 

pro claim the king dom of God.”
Still an oth er said, “I will fol low you, Lord; but  first let me go back and 

say goodbye to my fam i ly.”
Jesus re plied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and  looks back is fit 

for ser vice in the king dom of God.”
1
Af ter this the Lord ap point ed sev en ty-two oth ers and sent them two by two 
 ahead of him to ev ery town and  place  where he was  about to go. He told 
them, “The har vest is plen ti ful, but the work ers are few. Ask the Lord of the 
har vest, there fore, to send out work ers into his har vest  field. Go! I am send-
ing you out like  lambs  among  wolves. Do not take a  purse or bag or san dals; 
and do not  greet any one on the road.

“When you en ter a  house,  first say, ‘Peace to this  house.’ If some one 
who pro motes  peace is there, your  peace will rest on them; if not, it will re-
turn to you. Stay  there, eat ing and drink ing what ev er they give you, for the 
work er de serves his wag es. Do not move  around from  house to house.

“When you en ter a town and are wel comed, eat what is of fered to you. 
Heal the sick who are  there and tell them, ‘The king dom of God has come 
near to you.’ But when you en ter a town and are not wel comed, go into its 
 streets and say, ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warn-
ing to you. Yet be sure of this: The king dom of God has come near.’ I tell you, 
it will be more bear able on that day for Sod om than for that town.

“Woe to you, Cho ra zin! Woe to you, Beth sa i da! For if the mir a cles that 
were per formed in you had been per formed in Tyre and Si don, they  would 
have re pent ed long ago, sit ting in sack cloth and ash es. But it will be more 
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bear able for Tyre and Si don at the judg ment than for you. And you, Ca per-
na um, will you be lift ed to the heav ens? No, you will go down to Hades.

“Who ev er lis tens to you lis tens to me; who ev er re jects you re jects me; 
but who ev er re jects me re jects him who sent me.”

The sev en ty-two re turned with joy and said, “Lord, even the de mons 
sub mit to us in your name.”

He re plied, “I saw Sa tan fall like light ning from heav en. I have giv en 
you au thor i ty to tram ple on  snakes and scor pi ons and to over come all 
the pow er of the en e my; noth ing will harm you. How ev er, do not re joice 
that the spir its sub mit to you, but re joice that your  names are writ ten in 
heav en.”

At that time  Jesus, full of joy  through the Holy Spir it, said, “I  praise you, 
Fa ther, Lord of heav en and  earth, be cause you have hid den  these  things 
from the wise and  learned, and re vealed them to lit tle chil dren. Yes, Fa ther, 
for this is what you were  pleased to do.

“All  things have been com mit ted to me by my Fa ther. No one  knows 
who the Son is ex cept the Fa ther, and no one  knows who the Fa ther is ex-
cept the Son and  those to whom the Son choos es to re veal him.”

Then he  turned to his dis ci ples and said pri vate ly, “Blessed are the eyes 
that see what you see. For I tell you that many proph ets and  kings want ed 
to see what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not 
hear it.”
1
On one oc ca sion an ex pert in the law  stood up to test  Jesus. “Teach er,” he 
 asked, “what must I do to in her it eter nal life?”

“What is writ ten in the Law?” he re plied. “How do you read it?”
He an swered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and with 

all your soul and with all your  strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love 
your neigh bor as your self.’ ”

“You have an swered cor rect ly,”  Jesus re plied. “Do this and you will 
live.”

But he want ed to jus ti fy him self, so he  asked  Jesus, “And who is my 
neigh bor?”

In re ply  Jesus said: “A man was go ing down from Je ru sa lem to Jer i cho, 
when he was at tacked by rob bers. They  stripped him of his  clothes, beat 
him and went away, leav ing him half dead. A  priest hap pened to be go ing 
down the same road, and when he saw the man, he  passed by on the oth er 
side. So too, a Le vite, when he came to the  place and saw him,  passed by on 
the oth er side. But a Sa mar i tan, as he trav eled, came  where the man was; 
and when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and ban daged 
his  wounds, pour ing on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own don-
key,  brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took out 
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two de nar ii and gave them to the inn keep er. ‘Look af ter him,’ he said, ‘and 
when I re turn, I will re im burse you for any ex tra ex pense you may have.’

“Which of  these  three do you  think was a neigh bor to the man who fell 
into the  hands of rob bers?”

The ex pert in the law re plied, “The one who had mer cy on him.”
Jesus told him, “Go and do like wise.”

1
As  Jesus and his dis ci ples were on  their way, he came to a vil lage  where a 
wom an  named Mar tha  opened her home to him. She had a sis ter  called 
Mary, who sat at the  Lord’s feet lis ten ing to what he said. But Mar tha was 
dis tract ed by all the prep a ra tions that had to be made. She came to him 
and  asked, “Lord,  don’t you care that my sis ter has left me to do the work by 
my self ? Tell her to help me!”

“Mar tha, Mar tha,” the Lord an swered, “you are wor ried and up set 
 about many  things, but few  things are need ed —  or in deed only one. Mary 
has cho sen what is bet ter, and it will not be tak en away from her.”
1
One day  Jesus was pray ing in a cer tain  place. When he fin ished, one of his 
dis ci ples said to him, “Lord,  teach us to pray, just as John  taught his dis ci-
ples.”

He said to them, “When you pray, say:

  “ ‘Father,
  hallowed be your name,
  your kingdom come.
  Give us each day our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins,
  for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
  And lead us not into temptation. ’ ”

Then  Jesus said to them, “Sup pose you have a  friend, and you go to him 
at mid night and say, ‘Friend, lend me  three  loaves of  bread; a  friend of mine 
on a jour ney has come to me, and I have no food to  offer him.’ And sup pose 
the one in side an swers, ‘Don’t both er me. The door is al ready  locked, and 
my chil dren and I are in bed. I  can’t get up and give you any thing.’ I tell you, 
even  though he will not get up and give you the  bread be cause of friend ship, 
yet be cause of your shame less au dac i ty he will sure ly get up and give you 
as much as you need.

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be giv en to you; seek and you will find; 
 knock and the door will be  opened to you. For ev ery one who asks re ceives; 
the one who seeks finds; and to the one who  knocks, the door will be 
opened.
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“Which of you fa thers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a  snake 
in stead? Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scor pi on? If you then,  though 
you are evil, know how to give good  gifts to your chil dren, how much more 
will your Fa ther in heav en give the Holy Spir it to  those who ask him!”
1
Jesus was driv ing out a de mon that was mute. When the de mon left, the 
man who had been mute  spoke, and the  crowd was  amazed. But some of 
them said, “By Be el ze bul, the  prince of de mons, he is driv ing out de mons.” 
Oth ers test ed him by ask ing for a sign from heav en.

Jesus knew  their  thoughts and said to them: “Any king dom di vid ed 
 against it self will be ru ined, and a  house di vid ed  against it self will fall. If 
Sa tan is di vid ed  against him self, how can his king dom  stand? I say this 
be cause you  claim that I  drive out de mons by Be el ze bul. Now if I  drive out 
de mons by Be el ze bul, by whom do your fol low ers  drive them out? So then, 
they will be your judg es. But if I  drive out de mons by the fin ger of God, then 
the king dom of God has come upon you.

“When a  strong man, ful ly  armed,  guards his own  house, his pos ses-
sions are safe. But when some one stron ger at tacks and over pow ers him, 
he  takes away the ar mor in  which the man trust ed and di vides up his 
plun der.

“Who ev er is not with me is  against me, and who ev er does not gath er 
with me scat ters.

“When an im pure spir it  comes out of a per son, it goes  through arid 
plac es seek ing rest and does not find it. Then it says, ‘I will re turn to the 
 house I left.’ When it ar rives, it  finds the  house  swept  clean and put in or-
der. Then it goes and  takes sev en oth er spir its more wick ed than it self, and 
they go in and live  there. And the fi nal con di tion of that per son is  worse 
than the first.”

As  Jesus was say ing  these  things, a wom an in the  crowd  called out, 
“Blessed is the moth er who gave you  birth and  nursed you.”

He re plied, “Blessed rath er are  those who hear the word of God and 
obey it.”
1
As the  crowds in creased,  Jesus said, “This is a wick ed gen er a tion. It asks for 
a sign, but none will be giv en it ex cept the sign of Jo nah. For as Jo nah was a 
sign to the Nin e vites, so also will the Son of Man be to this gen er a tion. The 
 Queen of the  South will rise at the judg ment with the peo ple of this gen er a-
tion and con demn them, for she came from the ends of the  earth to lis ten to 
Sol o mon’s wis dom; and now some thing great er than Sol o mon is here. The 
men of Nin e veh will  stand up at the judg ment with this gen er a tion and con-
demn it, for they re pent ed at the preach ing of Jo nah; and now some thing 
great er than Jo nah is here.

“No one  lights a lamp and puts it in a  place  where it will be hid den, or 
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un der a bowl. In stead they put it on its  stand, so that  those who come in 
may see the  light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eyes are 
 healthy, your  whole body also is full of  light. But when they are un healthy, 
your body also is full of dark ness. See to it, then, that the  light with in you is 
not dark ness. There fore, if your  whole body is full of  light, and no part of it 
dark, it will be just as full of  light as when a lamp  shines its  light on you.”
1
When  Jesus had fin ished speak ing, a Phar i see in vit ed him to eat with him; 
so he went in and re clined at the ta ble. But the Phar i see was sur prised when 
he no ticed that  Jesus did not  first wash be fore the meal.

Then the Lord said to him, “Now then, you Phar i sees  clean the out side 
of the cup and dish, but in side you are full of  greed and wick ed ness. You 
fool ish peo ple! Did not the one who made the out side make the in side also? 
But now as for what is in side you —  be gen er ous to the poor, and ev ery thing 
will be  clean for you.

“Woe to you Phar i sees, be cause you give God a  tenth of your mint, rue 
and all oth er  kinds of gar den  herbs, but you ne glect jus tice and the love of 
God. You  should have prac ticed the lat ter with out leav ing the for mer un-
done.

“Woe to you Phar i sees, be cause you love the most im por tant  seats in 
the syn a gogues and re spect ful greet ings in the mar ket plac es.

“Woe to you, be cause you are like un marked  graves,  which peo ple walk 
over with out know ing it.”

One of the ex perts in the law an swered him, “Teach er, when you say 
 these  things, you in sult us also.”

Jesus re plied, “And you ex perts in the law, woe to you, be cause you load 
peo ple down with bur dens they can hard ly car ry, and you your selves will 
not lift one fin ger to help them.

“Woe to you, be cause you  build  tombs for the proph ets, and it was your 
an ces tors who  killed them. So you tes ti fy that you ap prove of what your an-
ces tors did; they  killed the proph ets, and you  build  their  tombs. Be cause of 
this, God in his wis dom said, ‘I will send them proph ets and apos tles, some 
of whom they will kill and oth ers they will per se cute.’ There fore this gen er-
a tion will be held re spon si ble for the  blood of all the proph ets that has been 
shed  since the be gin ning of the  world, from the  blood of Abel to the  blood 
of Zech a ri ah, who was  killed be tween the al tar and the sanc tu ary. Yes, I tell 
you, this gen er a tion will be held re spon si ble for it all.

“Woe to you ex perts in the law, be cause you have tak en away the key to 
knowl edge. You your selves have not en tered, and you have hin dered  those 
who were en ter ing.”

When  Jesus went out side, the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law be-
gan to op pose him fierce ly and to be siege him with ques tions, wait ing to 
 catch him in some thing he  might say.
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1
Mean while, when a  crowd of many thou sands had gath ered, so that they 
were tram pling on one an oth er,  Jesus be gan to  speak  first to his dis ci ples, 
say ing: “Be on your  guard  against the  yeast of the Phar i sees,  which is hy-
poc ri sy. There is noth ing con cealed that will not be dis closed, or hid den 
that will not be made  known. What you have said in the dark will be  heard 
in the day light, and what you have whis pered in the ear in the in ner  rooms 
will be pro claimed from the roofs.

“I tell you, my  friends, do not be  afraid of  those who kill the body and 
af ter that can do no more. But I will show you whom you  should fear: Fear 
him who, af ter your body has been  killed, has au thor i ty to  throw you into 
hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. Are not five spar rows sold for two pen nies? Yet 
not one of them is for got ten by God. In deed, the very  hairs of your head are 
all num bered.  Don’t be  afraid; you are  worth more than many spar rows.

“I tell you, who ev er pub lic ly ac knowl edg es me be fore  others, the Son of 
Man will also ac knowl edge be fore the an gels of God. But who ev er dis owns 
me be fore  others will be dis owned be fore the an gels of God. And ev ery one 
who  speaks a word  against the Son of Man will be for giv en, but any one who 
blas phemes  against the Holy Spir it will not be for giv en.

“When you are  brought be fore syn a gogues, rul ers and au thor i ties, do 
not wor ry  about how you will de fend your selves or what you will say, for the 
Holy Spir it will  teach you at that time what you  should say.”
1
Some one in the  crowd said to him, “Teach er, tell my broth er to di vide the 
in her i tance with me.”

Jesus re plied, “Man, who ap point ed me a  judge or an ar bi ter be tween 
you?” Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your  guard  against all  kinds 
of  greed; life does not con sist in an abun dance of pos ses sions.”

And he told them this par a ble: “The  ground of a cer tain rich man yield-
ed an abun dant har vest. He  thought to him self, ‘What  shall I do? I have no 
 place to  store my crops.’

“Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my  barns and  build 
big ger ones, and  there I will  store my sur plus  grain. And I’ll say to my self, 
“You have plen ty of  grain laid up for many  years. Take life easy; eat,  drink 
and be mer ry.” ’

“But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very  night your life will be de-
mand ed from you. Then who will get what you have pre pared for your-
self ?’

“This is how it will be with who ever  stores up  things for them selves but 
is not rich to ward God.”
1
Then  Jesus said to his dis ci ples: “There fore I tell you, do not wor ry  about 
your life, what you will eat; or  about your body, what you will wear. For life 
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is more than food, and the body more than  clothes. Con sid er the ra vens: 
They do not sow or reap, they have no store room or barn; yet God  feeds 
them. And how much more valu able you are than  birds! Who of you by wor-
ry ing can add a sin gle hour to your life ? Since you can not do this very lit tle 
 thing, why do you wor ry  about the rest?

“Con sid er how the wild flow ers grow. They do not la bor or spin. Yet I 
tell you, not even Sol o mon in all his splen dor was  dressed like one of  these. 
If that is how God  clothes the  grass of the  field,  which is here to day, and 
to mor row is  thrown into the fire, how much more will he  clothe you —  you 
of lit tle  faith! And do not set your  heart on what you will eat or  drink; do 
not wor ry  about it. For the pa gan  world runs af ter all such  things, and your 
Fa ther  knows that you need them. But seek his king dom, and  these  things 
will be giv en to you as well.

“Do not be  afraid, lit tle  flock, for your Fa ther has been  pleased to give 
you the king dom. Sell your pos ses sions and give to the poor. Pro vide purs-
es for your selves that will not wear out, a trea sure in heav en that will nev er 
fail,  where no  thief  comes near and no moth de stroys. For  where your trea-
sure is,  there your  heart will be also.

“Be  dressed  ready for ser vice and keep your  lamps burn ing, like ser-
vants wait ing for  their mas ter to re turn from a wed ding ban quet, so that 
when he  comes and  knocks they can im me di ate ly open the door for him. 
It will be good for  those ser vants  whose mas ter  finds them watch ing when 
he  comes. Tru ly I tell you, he will  dress him self to  serve, will have them re-
cline at the ta ble and will come and wait on them. It will be good for  those 
ser vants  whose mas ter  finds them  ready, even if he  comes in the mid dle 
of the  night or to ward day break. But un der stand this: If the own er of the 
 house had  known at what hour the  thief was com ing, he  would not have let 
his  house be bro ken into. You also must be  ready, be cause the Son of Man 
will come at an hour when you do not ex pect him.”

Pe ter  asked, “Lord, are you tell ing this par a ble to us, or to ev ery one?”
The Lord an swered, “Who then is the faith ful and wise man ag er, whom 

the mas ter puts in  charge of his ser vants to give them  their food al low ance 
at the prop er time? It will be good for that ser vant whom the mas ter  finds 
do ing so when he re turns. Tru ly I tell you, he will put him in  charge of all his 
pos ses sions. But sup pose the ser vant says to him self, ‘My mas ter is tak ing 
a long time in com ing,’ and he then be gins to beat the oth er ser vants, both 
men and wom en, and to eat and  drink and get  drunk. The mas ter of that 
ser vant will come on a day when he does not ex pect him and at an hour he 
is not  aware of. He will cut him to piec es and as sign him a  place with the 
un be liev ers.

“The ser vant who  knows the mas ter’s will and does not get  ready or 
does not do what the mas ter  wants will be beat en with many  blows. But 
the one who does not know and does  things de serv ing pun ish ment will be 
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beat en with few  blows. From ev ery one who has been giv en much, much 
will be de mand ed; and from the one who has been en trust ed with much, 
much more will be asked.

“I have come to  bring fire on the  earth, and how I wish it were al ready 
kin dled! But I have a bap tism to un der go, and what con straint I am un der 
un til it is com plet ed! Do you  think I came to  bring  peace on  earth? No, I 
tell you, but di vi sion. From now on  there will be five in one fam i ly di vid ed 
 against each oth er,  three  against two and two  against  three. They will be 
di vid ed, fa ther  against son and son  against fa ther, moth er  against daugh ter 
and daugh ter  against moth er, moth er-in-law  against daugh ter-in-law and 
daugh ter-in-law  against moth er-in-law.”
1
He said to the  crowd: “When you see a  cloud ris ing in the west, im me di ate ly 
you say, ‘It’s go ing to rain,’ and it does. And when the  south wind  blows, you 
say, ‘It’s go ing to be hot,’ and it is. Hyp o crites! You know how to in ter pret the 
ap pear ance of the  earth and the sky. How is it that you  don’t know how to 
in ter pret this pres ent time?

“Why  don’t you  judge for your selves what is  right? As you are go ing with 
your ad ver sary to the mag is trate, try hard to be rec on ciled on the way, or 
your ad ver sary may drag you off to the  judge, and the  judge turn you over 
to the of fi cer, and the of fi cer  throw you into pris on. I tell you, you will not 
get out un til you have paid the last pen ny.”
1
Now  there were some pres ent at that time who told  Jesus  about the Gal i-
le ans  whose  blood Pi late had  mixed with  their sac ri fic es. Jesus an swered, 
“Do you  think that  these Gal i le ans were  worse sin ners than all the oth er 
Gal i le ans be cause they suf fered this way? I tell you, no! But un less you re-
pent, you too will all per ish. Or  those eigh teen who died when the tow er 
in Si lo am fell on them —  do you  think they were more  guilty than all the 
oth ers liv ing in Je ru sa lem? I tell you, no! But un less you re pent, you too will 
all per ish.”

Then he told this par a ble: “A man had a fig tree grow ing in his vine-
yard, and he went to look for  fruit on it but did not find any. So he said to the 
man who took care of the vine yard, ‘For  three  years now I’ve been com ing 
to look for  fruit on this fig tree and  haven’t  found any. Cut it down! Why 
 should it use up the soil?’

“ ‘Sir,’ the man re plied, ‘leave it  alone for one more year, and I’ll dig 
 around it and fer til ize it. If it  bears  fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it 
down.’ ”
1
On a Sab bath  Jesus was teach ing in one of the syn a gogues, and a wom an 
was  there who had been crip pled by a spir it for eigh teen  years. She was 
bent over and  could not straight en up at all. When  Jesus saw her, he  called 
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her for ward and said to her, “Wom an, you are set free from your in fir mi ty.” 
Then he put his  hands on her, and im me di ate ly she straight ened up and 
 praised God.

In dig nant be cause  Jesus had  healed on the Sab bath, the syn a gogue 
lead er said to the peo ple, “There are six days for work. So come and be 
 healed on  those days, not on the Sab bath.”

The Lord an swered him, “You hyp o crites!  Doesn’t each of you on the 
Sab bath un tie your ox or don key from the  stall and lead it out to give it wa-
ter? Then  should not this wom an, a daugh ter of Abra ham, whom Sa tan has 
kept  bound for eigh teen long  years, be set free on the Sab bath day from 
what  bound her?”

When he said this, all his op po nents were hu mil i at ed, but the peo ple 
were de light ed with all the won der ful  things he was do ing.
1
Then  Jesus  asked, “What is the king dom of God like? What  shall I com pare 
it to? It is like a mus tard seed,  which a man took and plant ed in his gar den. 
It grew and be came a tree, and the  birds  perched in its branch es.”

Again he  asked, “What  shall I com pare the king dom of God to? It is like 
 yeast that a wom an took and  mixed into  about six ty  pounds of  flour un til it 
 worked all  through the dough.”
2
2
Then  Jesus went  through the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing as he made his 
way to Je ru sa lem. Some one  asked him, “Lord, are only a few peo ple go ing 
to be saved?”

He said to them, “Make ev ery ef fort to en ter  through the nar row door, 
be cause many, I tell you, will try to en ter and will not be able to. Once the 
own er of the  house gets up and clos es the door, you will  stand out side 
knock ing and plead ing, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’

“But he will an swer, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from.’
“Then you will say, ‘We ate and  drank with you, and you  taught in our 

streets.’
“But he will re ply, ‘I  don’t know you or  where you come from. Away 

from me, all you evil do ers!’
“There will be weep ing  there, and gnash ing of  teeth, when you see 

Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob and all the proph ets in the king dom of God, but 
you your selves  thrown out. Peo ple will come from east and west and  north 
and  south, and will take  their plac es at the  feast in the king dom of God. 
In deed  there are  those who are last who will be  first, and  first who will be 
last.”
1
At that time some Phar i sees came to  Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 
 place and go some where else. Her od  wants to kill you.”
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He re plied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driv ing out de mons and 
heal ing peo ple to day and to mor row, and on the  third day I will  reach my 
goal.’ In any case, I must  press on to day and to mor row and the next day —  
for sure ly no proph et can die out side Je ru sa lem!

“Je ru sa lem, Je ru sa lem, you who kill the proph ets and  stone  those sent 
to you, how of ten I have  longed to gath er your chil dren to geth er, as a hen 
gath ers her  chicks un der her  wings, and you were not will ing. Look, your 
 house is left to you des o late. I tell you, you will not see me  again un til you 
say, ‘Blessed is he who  comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
1
One Sab bath, when  Jesus went to eat in the  house of a prom i nent Phar i see, 
he was be ing care ful ly  watched. There in  front of him was a man suf fer ing 
from ab nor mal swell ing of his body. Jesus  asked the Phar i sees and ex perts 
in the law, “Is it law ful to heal on the Sab bath or not?” But they re mained 
si lent. So tak ing hold of the man, he  healed him and sent him on his way.

Then he  asked them, “If one of you has a  child or an ox that  falls into 
a well on the Sab bath day, will you not im me di ate ly pull it out?” And they 
had noth ing to say.

When he no ticed how the  guests  picked the plac es of hon or at the ta ble, 
he told them this par a ble: “When some one in vites you to a wed ding  feast, 
do not take the  place of hon or, for a per son more dis tin guished than you 
may have been in vit ed. If so, the host who in vit ed both of you will come and 
say to you, ‘Give this per son your seat.’ Then, hu mil i at ed, you will have to 
take the  least im por tant  place. But when you are in vit ed, take the low est 
 place, so that when your host  comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
to a bet ter  place.’ Then you will be hon ored in the pres ence of all the oth er 
 guests. For all  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those who 
hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.”

Then  Jesus said to his host, “When you give a lun cheon or din ner, do 
not in vite your  friends, your broth ers or sis ters, your rel a tives, or your rich 
neigh bors; if you do, they may in vite you back and so you will be re paid. But 
when you give a ban quet, in vite the poor, the crip pled, the lame, the  blind, 
and you will be  blessed. Al though they can not re pay you, you will be re paid 
at the res ur rec tion of the righ teous.”

When one of  those at the ta ble with him  heard this, he said to  Jesus, 
“Blessed is the one who will eat at the  feast in the king dom of God.”

Jesus re plied: “A cer tain man was pre par ing a  great ban quet and in vit-
ed many  guests. At the time of the ban quet he sent his ser vant to tell  those 
who had been in vit ed, ‘Come, for ev ery thing is now ready.’

“But they all  alike be gan to make ex cus es. The  first said, ‘I have just 
 bought a  field, and I must go and see it.  Please ex cuse me.’

“An oth er said, ‘I have just  bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way 
to try them out.  Please ex cuse me.’
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“Still an oth er said, ‘I just got mar ried, so I  can’t come.’
“The ser vant came back and re port ed this to his mas ter. Then the own-

er of the  house be came an gry and or dered his ser vant, ‘Go out quick ly into 
the  streets and al leys of the town and  bring in the poor, the crip pled, the 
 blind and the lame.’

“ ‘Sir,’ the ser vant said, ‘what you or dered has been done, but  there is 
 still room.’

“Then the mas ter told his ser vant, ‘Go out to the  roads and coun try 
 lanes and com pel them to come in, so that my  house will be full. I tell you, 
not one of  those who were in vit ed will get a  taste of my ban quet.’ ”
1
Large  crowds were trav el ing with  Jesus, and turn ing to them he said: “If 
any one  comes to me and does not hate fa ther and moth er, wife and chil-
dren, broth ers and sis ters —  yes, even their own life —  such a per son can-
not be my dis ci ple. And who ev er does not car ry  their  cross and fol low me 
can not be my dis ci ple.

“Sup pose one of you  wants to  build a tow er.  Won’t you  first sit down 
and es ti mate the cost to see if you have  enough mon ey to com plete it? For if 
you lay the foun da tion and are not able to fin ish it, ev ery one who sees it will 
rid i cule you, say ing, ‘This per son be gan to  build and  wasn’t able to fin ish.’

“Or sup pose a king is  about to go to war  against an oth er king.  Won’t he 
 first sit down and con sid er wheth er he is able with ten thou sand men to op-
pose the one com ing  against him with twen ty thou sand? If he is not able, he 
will send a del e ga tion  while the oth er is  still a long way off and will ask for 
 terms of  peace. In the same way,  those of you who do not give up ev ery thing 
you have can not be my dis ci ples.

“Salt is good, but if it los es its salt i ness, how can it be made  salty  again? 
It is fit nei ther for the soil nor for the ma nure pile; it is  thrown out.

“Who ev er has ears to hear, let them hear.”
1
Now the tax col lec tors and sin ners were all gath er ing  around to hear  Jesus. 
But the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law mut tered, “This man wel-
comes sin ners and eats with them.”

Then  Jesus told them this par a ble: “Sup pose one of you has a hun dred 
 sheep and los es one of them.  Doesn’t he  leave the nine ty-nine in the open 
coun try and go af ter the lost  sheep un til he  finds it? And when he  finds it, 
he joy ful ly puts it on his shoul ders and goes home. Then he  calls his  friends 
and neigh bors to geth er and says, ‘Re joice with me; I have  found my lost 
 sheep.’ I tell you that in the same way  there will be more re joic ing in heav en 
over one sin ner who re pents than over nine ty-nine righ teous per sons who 
do not need to re pent.

“Or sup pose a wom an has ten sil ver  coins and los es one.  Doesn’t she 
 light a lamp,  sweep the  house and  search care ful ly un til she  finds it? And 
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when she  finds it, she  calls her  friends and neigh bors to geth er and says, 
‘Re joice with me; I have  found my lost coin.’ In the same way, I tell you, 
 there is re joic ing in the pres ence of the an gels of God over one sin ner who 
re pents.”

Jesus con tin ued: “There was a man who had two sons. The youn ger one 
said to his fa ther, ‘Fa ther, give me my  share of the es tate.’ So he di vid ed his 
prop er ty be tween them.

“Not long af ter that, the youn ger son got to geth er all he had, set off for 
a dis tant coun try and  there squan dered his  wealth in wild liv ing. Af ter he 
had  spent ev ery thing,  there was a se vere fam ine in that  whole coun try, and 
he be gan to be in need. So he went and  hired him self out to a cit i zen of that 
coun try, who sent him to his  fields to feed pigs. He  longed to fill his stom ach 
with the pods that the pigs were eat ing, but no one gave him any thing.

“When he came to his sens es, he said, ‘How many of my fa ther’s  hired 
ser vants have food to  spare, and here I am starv ing to  death! I will set out 
and go back to my fa ther and say to him: Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav-
en and  against you. I am no lon ger wor thy to be  called your son; make me 
like one of your  hired ser vants.’ So he got up and went to his fa ther.

“But  while he was  still a long way off, his fa ther saw him and was  filled 
with com pas sion for him; he ran to his son,  threw his arms  around him and 
 kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav en and  against 
you. I am no lon ger wor thy to be  called your son.’

“But the fa ther said to his ser vants, ‘Quick!  Bring the best robe and put 
it on him. Put a ring on his fin ger and san dals on his feet. Bring the fat tened 
calf and kill it.  Let’s have a  feast and cel e brate. For this son of mine was dead 
and is  alive  again; he was lost and is  found.’ So they be gan to cel e brate.

“Mean while, the old er son was in the  field. When he came near the 
 house, he  heard mu sic and danc ing. So he  called one of the ser vants and 
 asked him what was go ing on. ‘Your broth er has come,’ he re plied, ‘and 
your fa ther has  killed the fat tened calf be cause he has him back safe 
and sound.’

“The old er broth er be came an gry and re fused to go in. So his fa ther 
went out and plead ed with him. But he an swered his fa ther, ‘Look! All  these 
 years I’ve been slav ing for you and nev er dis obeyed your or ders. Yet you 
nev er gave me even a  young goat so I  could cel e brate with my  friends. But 
when this son of  yours who has squan dered your prop er ty with pros ti tutes 
 comes home, you kill the fat tened calf for him!’

“ ‘My son,’ the fa ther said, ‘you are al ways with me, and ev ery thing I 
have is  yours. But we had to cel e brate and be glad, be cause this broth er of 
 yours was dead and is  alive  again; he was lost and is found.’ ”
1
Jesus told his dis ci ples: “There was a rich man  whose man ag er was ac cused 

!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./01122236!"#$%&'()*%$+,$+%-./01122236 45""5-!""222674-7!:28945""5-!""222674-7!:289



16:2–16:21

  Luke-Acts | 37

of wast ing his pos ses sions. So he  called him in and  asked him, ‘What is this 
I hear  about you? Give an ac count of your man age ment, be cause you can-
not be man ag er any lon ger.’

“The man ag er said to him self, ‘What  shall I do now? My mas ter is tak-
ing away my job. I’m not  strong  enough to dig, and I’m  ashamed to beg — I 
know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, peo ple will wel come me 
into  their hous es.’

“So he  called in each one of his mas ter’s debt ors. He  asked the  first, 
‘How much do you owe my mas ter?’

“ ‘Nine hun dred gal lons of ol ive oil,’ he re plied.
“The man ag er told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quick ly, and make it 

four hun dred and fif ty.’
“Then he  asked the sec ond, ‘And how much do you owe?’
“ ‘A thou sand bush els of  wheat,’ he re plied.
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it  eight hun dred.’
“The mas ter com mend ed the dis hon est man ag er be cause he had act ed 

shrewd ly. For the peo ple of this  world are more  shrewd in deal ing with  their 
own kind than are the peo ple of the  light. I tell you, use world ly  wealth to 
gain  friends for your selves, so that when it is gone, you will be wel comed 
into eter nal dwell ings.

“Who ev er can be trust ed with very lit tle can also be trust ed with much, 
and who ev er is dis hon est with very lit tle will also be dis hon est with much. 
So if you have not been trust wor thy in han dling world ly  wealth, who will 
 trust you with true rich es? And if you have not been trust wor thy with some-
one  else’s prop er ty, who will give you prop er ty of your own?

“No one can  serve two mas ters. Ei ther you will hate the one and love 
the oth er, or you will be de vot ed to the one and de spise the oth er. You can-
not  serve both God and mon ey.”
1
The Phar i sees, who  loved mon ey,  heard all this and were sneer ing at  Jesus. 
He said to them, “You are the ones who jus ti fy your selves in the eyes of 
oth ers, but God  knows your  hearts. What peo ple val ue high ly is de test able 
in  God’s sight.

“The Law and the Proph ets were pro claimed un til John.  Since that 
time, the good news of the king dom of God is be ing  preached, and every-
one is forc ing  their way into it. It is eas i er for heav en and  earth to dis ap pear 
than for the  least  stroke of a pen to drop out of the Law.

“Any one who di vorc es his wife and mar ries an oth er wom an com mits 
adul tery, and the man who mar ries a di vorced wom an com mits adul tery.

“There was a rich man who was  dressed in pur ple and fine lin en and 
 lived in lux u ry ev ery day. At his gate was laid a beg gar  named Laz a rus, cov-
ered with  sores and long ing to eat what fell from the rich  man’s ta ble. Even 
the dogs came and  licked his sores.
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“The time came when the beg gar died and the an gels car ried him to 
Abra ham’s side. The rich man also died and was bur ied. In Ha des,  where 
he was in tor ment, he  looked up and saw Abra ham far away, with Laz a rus 
by his side. So he  called to him, ‘Fa ther Abra ham, have pity on me and send 
Laz a rus to dip the tip of his fin ger in wa ter and cool my  tongue, be cause I 
am in ag o ny in this fire.’

“But Abra ham re plied, ‘Son, re mem ber that in your life time you re-
ceived your good  things,  while Laz a rus re ceived bad  things, but now he is 
com fort ed here and you are in ag o ny. And be sides all this, be tween us and 
you a  great  chasm has been set in  place, so that  those who want to go from 
here to you can not, nor can any one  cross over from  there to us.’

“He an swered, ‘Then I beg you, fa ther, send Laz a rus to my fam i ly, for 
I have five broth ers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to 
this  place of tor ment.’

“Abra ham re plied, ‘They have Mo ses and the Proph ets; let them lis ten 
to them.’

“ ‘No, fa ther Abra ham,’ he said, ‘but if some one from the dead goes to 
them, they will re pent.’

“He said to him, ‘If they do not lis ten to Mo ses and the Proph ets, they 
will not be con vinced even if some one ris es from the dead.’ ”
1
Jesus said to his dis ci ples: “Things that  cause peo ple to stum ble are  bound 
to come, but woe to any one  through whom they come. It  would be bet ter for 
them to be  thrown into the sea with a mill stone tied  around their neck than 
to  cause one of  these lit tle ones to stum ble. So  watch your selves.

“If your broth er or sis ter sins  against you, re buke them; and if they re-
pent, for give them. Even if they sin  against you sev en  times in a day and 
sev en  times come back to you say ing ‘I re pent,’ you must for give them.”

The apos tles said to the Lord, “In crease our faith!”
He re plied, “If you have  faith as  small as a mus tard seed, you can say 

to this mul ber ry tree, ‘Be up root ed and plant ed in the sea,’ and it will 
obey you.

“Sup pose one of you has a ser vant plow ing or look ing af ter the  sheep. 
Will he say to the ser vant when he  comes in from the  field, ‘Come  along 
now and sit down to eat’? Won’t he rath er say, ‘Pre pare my sup per, get your-
self  ready and wait on me  while I eat and  drink; af ter that you may eat and 
 drink’? Will he  thank the ser vant be cause he did what he was told to do? So 
you also, when you have done ev ery thing you were told to do,  should say, 
‘We are un wor thy ser vants; we have only done our duty.’ ”
2
2
Now on his way to Je ru sa lem,  Jesus trav eled  along the bor der be tween Sa-
mar ia and Gal i lee. As he was go ing into a vil lage, ten men who had lep ro sy 
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met him. They  stood at a dis tance and  called out in a loud  voice, “Jesus, 
Mas ter, have pity on us!”

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show your selves to the  priests.” And 
as they went, they were cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was  healed, came back, prais ing God in 
a loud  voice. He  threw him self at  Jesus’ feet and  thanked him —  and he was 
a Sa mar i tan.

Jesus  asked, “Were not all ten  cleansed?  Where are the oth er nine? Has 
no one re turned to give  praise to God ex cept this for eign er?” Then he said 
to him, “Rise and go; your  faith has made you well.”
1
Once, on be ing  asked by the Phar i sees when the king dom of God  would 
come,  Jesus re plied, “The com ing of the king dom of God is not some thing 
that can be ob served, nor will peo ple say, ‘Here it is,’ or ‘There it is,’ be cause 
the king dom of God is in your  midst.”

Then he said to his dis ci ples, “The time is com ing when you will long to 
see one of the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. Peo ple will tell 
you, ‘There he is!’ or ‘Here he is!’ Do not go run ning off af ter them. For the 
Son of Man in his day will be like the light ning,  which flash es and  lights up 
the sky from one end to the oth er. But  first he must suf fer many  things and 
be re ject ed by this gen er a tion.

“Just as it was in the days of Noah, so also will it be in the days of the 
Son of Man. Peo ple were eat ing, drink ing, mar ry ing and be ing giv en in 
mar riage up to the day Noah en tered the ark. Then the  flood came and de-
stroyed them all.

“It was the same in the days of Lot. Peo ple were eat ing and drink ing, 
buy ing and sell ing, plant ing and build ing. But the day Lot left Sod om, fire 
and sul fur  rained down from heav en and de stroyed them all.

“It will be just like this on the day the Son of Man is re vealed. On that 
day no one who is on the house top, with pos ses sions in side,  should go down 
to get them. Like wise, no one in the  field  should go back for any thing. Re-
mem ber  Lot’s wife! Who ev er  tries to keep  their life will lose it, and who ev er 
los es  their life will pre serve it. I tell you, on that  night two peo ple will be in 
one bed; one will be tak en and the oth er left. Two wom en will be grind ing 
 grain to geth er; one will be tak en and the oth er left.”

“Where, Lord?” they asked.
He re plied, “Where  there is a dead body,  there the vul tures will 

 gath er.”
1
Then  Jesus told his dis ci ples a par a ble to show them that they  should al-
ways pray and not give up. He said: “In a cer tain town  there was a  judge 
who nei ther  feared God nor  cared what peo ple  thought. And  there was a 
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wid ow in that town who kept com ing to him with the plea, ‘Grant me jus tice 
 against my ad ver sary.’

“For some time he re fused. But fi nal ly he said to him self, ‘Even  though 
I  don’t fear God or care what peo ple  think, yet be cause this wid ow  keeps 
both er ing me, I will see that she gets jus tice, so that she  won’t even tu al ly 
come and at tack me!’ ”

And the Lord said, “Lis ten to what the un just  judge says. And will not 
God  bring  about jus tice for his cho sen ones, who cry out to him day and 
 night? Will he keep put ting them off ? I tell you, he will see that they get jus-
tice, and quick ly. How ev er, when the Son of Man  comes, will he find  faith 
on the earth?”
1
To some who were con fi dent of  their own righ teous ness and  looked down 
on ev ery one else,  Jesus told this par a ble: “Two men went up to the tem ple 
to pray, one a Phar i see and the oth er a tax col lec tor. The Phar i see  stood 
by him self and  prayed: ‘God, I  thank you that I am not like oth er peo ple —  
rob bers, evil do ers, adul ter ers —  or even like this tax col lec tor. I fast  twice a 
week and give a  tenth of all I get.’

“But the tax col lec tor  stood at a dis tance. He  would not even look up to 
heav en, but beat his  breast and said, ‘God, have mer cy on me, a sin ner.’

“I tell you that this man, rath er than the oth er, went home jus ti fied 
be fore God. For all  those who ex alt them selves will be hum bled, and  those 
who hum ble them selves will be ex alt ed.”
1
Peo ple were also bring ing ba bies to  Jesus for him to  place his  hands on 
them. When the dis ci ples saw this, they re buked them. But  Jesus  called the 
chil dren to him and said, “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me, and do not 
hin der them, for the king dom of God be longs to such as  these. Tru ly I tell 
you, any one who will not re ceive the king dom of God like a lit tle  child will 
nev er en ter it.”
1
A cer tain rul er  asked him, “Good teach er, what must I do to in her it eter nal 
life?”

“Why do you call me good?”  Jesus an swered. “No one is good —  ex cept 
God  alone. You know the com mand ments: ‘You  shall not com mit adul tery, 
you  shall not mur der, you  shall not  steal, you  shall not give  false tes ti mo ny, 
hon or your fa ther and moth er.’ ”

“All  these I have kept  since I was a boy,” he said.
When  Jesus  heard this, he said to him, “You  still lack one  thing. Sell 

ev ery thing you have and give to the poor, and you will have trea sure in 
heav en. Then come, fol low me.”

When he  heard this, he be came very sad, be cause he was very  wealthy. 
Jesus  looked at him and said, “How hard it is for the rich to en ter the king-
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dom of God! In deed, it is eas i er for a cam el to go  through the eye of a nee dle 
than for some one who is rich to en ter the king dom of God.”

Those who  heard this  asked, “Who then can be saved?”
Jesus re plied, “What is im pos si ble with man is pos si ble with God.”
Pe ter said to him, “We have left all we had to fol low you!”
“Tru ly I tell you,”  Jesus said to them, “no one who has left home or wife 

or broth ers or sis ters or par ents or chil dren for the sake of the king dom of 
God will fail to re ceive many  times as much in this age, and in the age to 
come eter nal life.”
1
Jesus took the  Twelve  aside and told them, “We are go ing up to Je ru sa lem, 
and ev ery thing that is writ ten by the proph ets  about the Son of Man will 
be ful filled. He will be de liv ered over to the Gen tiles. They will mock him, 
in sult him and spit on him; they will flog him and kill him. On the  third day 
he will rise again.”

The dis ci ples did not un der stand any of this. Its mean ing was hid den 
from them, and they did not know what he was talk ing about.
1
As  Jesus ap proached Jer i cho, a  blind man was sit ting by the road side beg-
ging. When he  heard the  crowd go ing by, he  asked what was hap pen ing. 
They told him, “Jesus of Naz a reth is pass ing by.”

He  called out, “Jesus, Son of Da vid, have mer cy on me!”
Those who led the way re buked him and told him to be qui et, but he 

shout ed all the more, “Son of Da vid, have mer cy on me!”
Jesus  stopped and or dered the man to be  brought to him. When he 

came near,  Jesus  asked him, “What do you want me to do for you?”
“Lord, I want to see,” he re plied.
Jesus said to him, “Re ceive your  sight; your  faith has  healed you.” Im-

me di ate ly he re ceived his  sight and fol lowed  Jesus, prais ing God. When all 
the peo ple saw it, they also  praised God.
1
Jesus en tered Jer i cho and was pass ing  through. A man was  there by the 
name of Zac chae us; he was a  chief tax col lec tor and was  wealthy. He want-
ed to see who  Jesus was, but be cause he was  short he  could not see over the 
 crowd. So he ran  ahead and  climbed a syc a more-fig tree to see him,  since 
 Jesus was com ing that way.

When  Jesus  reached the spot, he  looked up and said to him, “Zac chae-
us, come down im me di ate ly. I must stay at your  house to day.” So he came 
down at once and wel comed him glad ly.

All the peo ple saw this and be gan to mut ter, “He has gone to be the 
 guest of a sin ner.”

But Zac chae us  stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and 
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now I give half of my pos ses sions to the poor, and if I have cheat ed any body 
out of any thing, I will pay back four  times the amount.”

Jesus said to him, “To day sal va tion has come to this  house, be cause 
this man, too, is a son of Abra ham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to 
save the lost.”
1
While they were lis ten ing to this, he went on to tell them a par a ble, be cause 
he was near Je ru sa lem and the peo ple  thought that the king dom of God was 
go ing to ap pear at once. He said: “A man of no ble  birth went to a dis tant 
coun try to have him self ap point ed king and then to re turn. So he  called ten 
of his ser vants and gave them ten mi nas. ‘Put this mon ey to work,’ he said, 
‘un til I come back.’

“But his sub jects hat ed him and sent a del e ga tion af ter him to say, ‘We 
 don’t want this man to be our king.’

“He was made king, how ev er, and re turned home. Then he sent for the 
ser vants to whom he had giv en the mon ey, in or der to find out what they 
had  gained with it.

“The  first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has  earned ten more.’
“ ‘Well done, my good ser vant!’ his mas ter re plied. ‘Be cause you have 

been trust wor thy in a very  small mat ter, take  charge of ten cit ies.’
“The sec ond came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has  earned five more.’
“His mas ter an swered, ‘You take  charge of five cit ies.’
“Then an oth er ser vant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have 

kept it laid away in a  piece of  cloth. I was  afraid of you, be cause you are a 
hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap what you did not 
sow.’

“His mas ter re plied, ‘I will  judge you by your own  words, you wick ed 
ser vant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, tak ing out what I did 
not put in, and reap ing what I did not sow? Why then  didn’t you put my 
mon ey on de pos it, so that when I came back, I  could have col lect ed it with 
in terest?’

“Then he said to  those stand ing by, ‘Take his mina away from him and 
give it to the one who has ten mi nas.’

“ ‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he al ready has ten!’
“He re plied, ‘I tell you that to ev ery one who has, more will be giv en, but 

as for the one who has noth ing, even what they have will be tak en away. But 
 those en e mies of mine who did not want me to be king over them —   bring 
them here and kill them in  front of me.’ ”
3
3
3

A f ter  Jesus had said this, he went on  ahead, go ing up to Je ru sa lem. As 
he ap proached Beth pha ge and Beth a ny at the hill  called the  Mount of 
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Ol ives, he sent two of his dis ci ples, say ing to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead 
of you, and as you en ter it, you will find a colt tied  there,  which no one has 
ever rid den. Un tie it and  bring it here. If any one asks you, ‘Why are you un-
ty ing it?’ say, ‘The Lord  needs it.’ ”

Those who were sent  ahead went and  found it just as he had told them. 
As they were un ty ing the colt, its own ers  asked them, “Why are you un ty-
ing the colt?”

They re plied, “The Lord  needs it.”
They  brought it to  Jesus,  threw  their  cloaks on the colt and put  Jesus on 

it. As he went  along, peo ple  spread  their  cloaks on the road.
When he came near the  place  where the road goes down the  Mount of 

Ol ives, the  whole  crowd of dis ci ples be gan joy ful ly to  praise God in loud 
voic es for all the mir a cles they had seen:

  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”

  “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

Some of the Phar i sees in the  crowd said to  Jesus, “Teach er, re buke your 
dis ci ples!”

“I tell you,” he re plied, “if they keep qui et, the  stones will cry out.”
As he ap proached Je ru sa lem and saw the city, he wept over it and 

said, “If you, even you, had only  known on this day what  would  bring you 
 peace —  but now it is hid den from your eyes. The days will come  upon you 
when your en e mies will  build an em bank ment  against you and en cir cle 
you and hem you in on ev ery side. They will dash you to the  ground, you 
and the chil dren with in your  walls. They will not  leave one  stone on an oth-
er, be cause you did not rec og nize the time of  God’s com ing to you.”

When  Jesus en tered the tem ple  courts, he be gan to  drive out  those who 
were sell ing. “It is writ ten,” he said to them, “ ‘My  house will be a  house of 
 prayer’; but you have made it ‘a den of rob bers.’ ”
2
2
Ev ery day he was teach ing at the tem ple. But the  chief  priests, the teach ers 
of the law and the lead ers  among the peo ple were try ing to kill him. Yet they 
 could not find any way to do it, be cause all the peo ple hung on his words.
1
One day as  Jesus was teach ing the peo ple in the tem ple  courts and pro-
claim ing the good news, the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law, to-
geth er with the el ders, came up to him. “Tell us by what au thor i ty you are 
do ing  these  things,” they said. “Who gave you this au thor i ty?”

He re plied, “I will also ask you a ques tion. Tell me: John’s bap tism —  
was it from heav en, or of hu man or i gin?”

They dis cussed it  among them selves and said, “If we say, ‘From heav-
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en,’ he will ask, ‘Why  didn’t you be lieve him?’ But if we say, ‘Of hu man or i-
gin,’ all the peo ple will  stone us, be cause they are per suad ed that John was 
a proph et.”

So they an swered, “We  don’t know  where it was from.”
Jesus said, “Nei ther will I tell you by what au thor i ty I am do ing  these 

things.”
1
He went on to tell the peo ple this par a ble: “A man plant ed a vine yard, rent-
ed it to some farm ers and went away for a long time. At har vest time he 
sent a ser vant to the ten ants so they  would give him some of the  fruit of the 
vine yard. But the ten ants beat him and sent him away emp ty-hand ed. He 
sent an oth er ser vant, but that one also they beat and treat ed shame ful ly 
and sent away emp ty-hand ed. He sent  still a  third, and they wound ed him 
and  threw him out.

“Then the own er of the vine yard said, ‘What  shall I do? I will send my 
son, whom I love; per haps they will re spect him.’

“But when the ten ants saw him, they  talked the mat ter over. ‘This is 
the heir,’ they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the in her i tance will be ours.’ So they 
 threw him out of the vine yard and  killed him.

“What then will the own er of the vine yard do to them? He will come 
and kill  those ten ants and give the vine yard to oth ers.”

When the peo ple  heard this, they said, “God for bid!”
Jesus  looked di rect ly at them and  asked, “Then what is the mean ing of 

that  which is writ ten:

  “ ‘The stone the builders rejected
  has become the cornerstone’ ?

Ev ery one who  falls on that  stone will be bro ken to piec es; any one on whom 
it  falls will be crushed.”

The teach ers of the law and the  chief  priests  looked for a way to ar rest 
him im me di ate ly, be cause they knew he had spo ken this par a ble  against 
them. But they were  afraid of the peo ple.
1
Keep ing a  close  watch on him, they sent  spies, who pre tend ed to be sin cere. 
They  hoped to  catch  Jesus in some thing he said, so that they  might hand 
him over to the pow er and au thor i ty of the gov er nor. So the  spies ques-
tioned him: “Teach er, we know that you  speak and  teach what is  right, and 
that you do not show par tial i ty but  teach the way of God in ac cor dance with 
the  truth. Is it  right for us to pay tax es to Cae sar or not?”

He saw  through  their du plic i ty and said to them, “Show me a de nar i us. 
 Whose im age and in scrip tion are on it?”

“Cae sar’s,” they re plied.
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He said to them, “Then give back to Cae sar what is Cae sar’s, and to God 
what is God’s.”

They were un able to trap him in what he had said  there in pub lic. And 
as ton ished by his an swer, they be came si lent.
1
Some of the Sad du cees, who say  there is no res ur rec tion, came to  Jesus with 
a ques tion. “Teach er,” they said, “Mo ses  wrote for us that if a  man’s broth er 
dies and  leaves a wife but no chil dren, the man must mar ry the wid ow and 
 raise up off spring for his broth er. Now  there were sev en broth ers. The  first 
one mar ried a wom an and died child less. The sec ond and then the  third 
mar ried her, and in the same way the sev en died, leav ing no chil dren. Fi-
nal ly, the wom an died too. Now then, at the res ur rec tion  whose wife will 
she be,  since the sev en were mar ried to her?”

Jesus re plied, “The peo ple of this age mar ry and are giv en in mar riage. 
But  those who are con sid ered wor thy of tak ing part in the age to come and 
in the res ur rec tion from the dead will nei ther mar ry nor be giv en in mar-
riage, and they can no lon ger die; for they are like the an gels. They are  God’s 
chil dren,  since they are chil dren of the res ur rec tion. But in the ac count of 
the burn ing bush, even Mo ses  showed that the dead rise, for he  calls the 
Lord ‘the God of Abra ham, and the God of  Isaac, and the God of Ja cob.’ He 
is not the God of the dead, but of the liv ing, for to him all are alive.”

Some of the teach ers of the law re spond ed, “Well said, teach er!” And no 
one  dared to ask him any more ques tions.
1
Then  Jesus said to them, “Why is it said that the Mes si ah is the son of Da vid? 
Da vid him self de clares in the Book of Psalms:

  “ ‘The Lord said to my Lord:
  “Sit at my right hand
  until I make your enemies
  a footstool for your feet.” ’

Da vid  calls him ‘Lord.’ How then can he be his son?”
1
While all the peo ple were lis ten ing,  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Be ware of 
the teach ers of the law. They like to walk  around in flow ing  robes and love 
to be greet ed with re spect in the mar ket plac es and have the most im por-
tant  seats in the syn a gogues and the plac es of hon or at ban quets. They de-
vour wid ows’ hous es and for a show make  lengthy  prayers.  These men will 
be pun ished most se vere ly.”
1
As  Jesus  looked up, he saw the rich put ting  their  gifts into the tem ple trea-
sury. He also saw a poor wid ow put in two very  small cop per  coins. “Tru ly I 
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tell you,” he said, “this poor wid ow has put in more than all the oth ers. All 
 these peo ple gave  their  gifts out of  their  wealth; but she out of her pov er ty 
put in all she had to live on.”
1
Some of his dis ci ples were re mark ing  about how the tem ple was  adorned 
with beau ti ful  stones and with  gifts ded i cat ed to God. But  Jesus said, “As 
for what you see here, the time will come when not one  stone will be left on 
an oth er; ev ery one of them will be  thrown down.”

“Teach er,” they  asked, “when will  these  things hap pen? And what will 
be the sign that they are  about to take place?”

He re plied: “Watch out that you are not de ceived. For many will come 
in my name, claim ing, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not fol low them. 
When you hear of wars and up ris ings, do not be fright ened.  These  things 
must hap pen  first, but the end will not come  right away.”

Then he said to them: “Na tion will rise  against na tion, and king dom 
 against king dom. There will be  great earth quakes, fam ines and pes ti lenc es 
in var i ous plac es, and fear ful  events and  great  signs from heav en.

“But be fore all this, they will  seize you and per se cute you. They will 
hand you over to syn a gogues and put you in pris on, and you will be  brought 
be fore  kings and gov er nors, and all on ac count of my name. And so you will 
bear tes ti mo ny to me. But make up your mind not to wor ry be fore hand how 
you will de fend your selves. For I will give you  words and wis dom that none 
of your ad ver sar ies will be able to re sist or con tra dict. You will be be trayed 
even by par ents, broth ers and sis ters, rel a tives and  friends, and they will 
put some of you to  death. Ev ery one will hate you be cause of me. But not a 
hair of your head will per ish. Stand firm, and you will win life.

“When you see Je ru sa lem be ing sur round ed by ar mies, you will know 
that its des o la tion is near. Then let  those who are in Ju dea flee to the moun-
tains, let  those in the city get out, and let  those in the coun try not en ter 
the city. For this is the time of pun ish ment in ful fill ment of all that has 
been writ ten. How dread ful it will be in  those days for preg nant wom en and 
nurs ing moth ers!  There will be  great dis tress in the land and  wrath  against 
this peo ple. They will fall by the  sword and will be tak en as pris on ers to all 
the na tions. Je ru sa lem will be tram pled on by the Gen tiles un til the  times 
of the Gen tiles are ful filled.

“There will be  signs in the sun, moon and  stars. On the  earth, na tions 
will be in an guish and per plex i ty at the roar ing and toss ing of the sea. Peo-
ple will  faint from ter ror, ap pre hen sive of what is com ing on the  world, for 
the heav en ly bod ies will be shak en. At that time they will see the Son of 
Man com ing in a  cloud with pow er and  great glo ry. When  these  things be-
gin to take  place,  stand up and lift up your  heads, be cause your re demp tion 
is draw ing near.”

He told them this par a ble: “Look at the fig tree and all the  trees. When 
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they  sprout  leaves, you can see for your selves and know that sum mer is 
near. Even so, when you see  these  things hap pen ing, you know that the 
king dom of God is near.

“Tru ly I tell you, this gen er a tion will cer tain ly not pass away un til all 
 these  things have hap pened. Heav en and  earth will pass away, but my 
 words will nev er pass away.

“Be care ful, or your  hearts will be  weighed down with ca rous ing, 
drunk en ness and the anx i eties of life, and that day will  close on you sud-
den ly like a trap. For it will come on all  those who live on the face of the 
 whole  earth. Be al ways on the  watch, and pray that you may be able to es-
cape all that is  about to hap pen, and that you may be able to  stand be fore 
the Son of Man.”
1
Each day  Jesus was teach ing at the tem ple, and each eve ning he went out 
to  spend the  night on the hill  called the  Mount of Ol ives, and all the peo ple 
came ear ly in the morn ing to hear him at the tem ple.
2
2
Now the Fes ti val of Un leav ened  Bread,  called the Pass over, was ap proach-
ing, and the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law were look ing for some 
way to get rid of  Jesus, for they were  afraid of the peo ple. Then Sa tan en-
tered Ju das,  called Is car i ot, one of the  Twelve. And Ju das went to the  chief 
 priests and the of fi cers of the tem ple  guard and dis cussed with them how 
he  might be tray  Jesus. They were de light ed and  agreed to give him mon ey. 
He con sent ed, and  watched for an op por tu ni ty to hand  Jesus over to them 
when no  crowd was pres ent.
1
Then came the day of Un leav ened  Bread on  which the Pass over lamb had to 
be sac ri ficed. Jesus sent Pe ter and John, say ing, “Go and make prep a ra tions 
for us to eat the Pass over.”

“Where do you want us to pre pare for it?” they asked.
He re plied, “As you en ter the city, a man car ry ing a jar of wa ter will 

meet you. Fol low him to the  house that he en ters, and say to the own er of 
the  house, ‘The Teach er asks:  Where is the  guest room,  where I may eat the 
Pass over with my dis ci ples?’ He will show you a  large room up stairs, all 
fur nished. Make prep a ra tions there.”

They left and  found  things just as  Jesus had told them. So they pre pared 
the Pass over.

When the hour came,  Jesus and his apos tles re clined at the ta ble. And 
he said to them, “I have ea ger ly de sired to eat this Pass over with you be fore 
I suf fer. For I tell you, I will not eat it  again un til it  finds ful fill ment in the 
king dom of God.”

Af ter tak ing the cup, he gave  thanks and said, “Take this and di vide 
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it  among you. For I tell you I will not  drink  again from the  fruit of the vine 
un til the king dom of God comes.”

And he took  bread, gave  thanks and  broke it, and gave it to them, say-
ing, “This is my body giv en for you; do this in re mem brance of me.”

In the same way, af ter the sup per he took the cup, say ing, “This cup is 
the new cov enant in my  blood,  which is  poured out for you. But the hand 
of him who is go ing to be tray me is with mine on the ta ble. The Son of Man 
will go as it has been de creed. But woe to that man who be trays him!” They 
be gan to ques tion  among them selves  which of them it  might be who  would 
do this.

A dis pute also  arose  among them as to  which of them was con sid ered to 
be great est. Jesus said to them, “The  kings of the Gen tiles lord it over them; 
and  those who ex er cise au thor i ty over them call them selves Bene fac tors. 
But you are not to be like that. In stead, the great est  among you  should be 
like the youn gest, and the one who  rules like the one who  serves. For who 
is great er, the one who is at the ta ble or the one who  serves? Is it not the one 
who is at the ta ble? But I am  among you as one who  serves. You are  those 
who have  stood by me in my tri als. And I con fer on you a king dom, just as 
my Fa ther con ferred one on me, so that you may eat and  drink at my ta ble 
in my king dom and sit on  thrones, judg ing the  twelve  tribes of Is ra el.

“Si mon, Si mon, Sa tan has  asked to sift all of you as  wheat. But I have 
 prayed for you, Si mon, that your  faith may not fail. And when you have 
 turned back, strength en your broth ers.”

But he re plied, “Lord, I am  ready to go with you to pris on and to 
death.”

Jesus an swered, “I tell you, Pe ter, be fore the roost er  crows to day, you 
will deny  three  times that you know me.”

Then  Jesus  asked them, “When I sent you with out  purse, bag or san-
dals, did you lack any thing?”

“Noth ing,” they an swered.
He said to them, “But now if you have a  purse, take it, and also a bag; 

and if you  don’t have a  sword, sell your  cloak and buy one. It is writ ten: ‘And 
he was num bered with the trans gres sors’; and I tell you that this must be 
ful filled in me. Yes, what is writ ten  about me is reach ing its ful fill ment.”

The dis ci ples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.”
“That’s  enough!” he re plied.

1
Jesus went out as usu al to the  Mount of Ol ives, and his dis ci ples fol lowed 
him. On reach ing the  place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall 
into temp ta tion.” He with drew  about a  stone’s  throw be yond them,  knelt 
down and  prayed, “Fa ther, if you are will ing, take this cup from me; yet not 
my will, but  yours be done.” An an gel from heav en ap peared to him and 
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strength ened him. And be ing in an guish, he  prayed more ear nest ly, and his 
 sweat was like  drops of  blood fall ing to the ground.

When he rose from  prayer and went back to the dis ci ples, he  found 
them  asleep, ex haust ed from sor row. “Why are you sleep ing?” he  asked 
them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into temp ta tion.”

While he was  still speak ing a  crowd came up, and the man who was 
 called Ju das, one of the  Twelve, was lead ing them. He ap proached  Jesus to 
kiss him, but  Jesus  asked him, “Ju das, are you be tray ing the Son of Man 
with a kiss?”

When  Jesus’ fol low ers saw what was go ing to hap pen, they said, “Lord, 
 should we  strike with our  swords?” And one of them  struck the ser vant of 
the high  priest, cut ting off his  right ear.

But  Jesus an swered, “No more of this!” And he  touched the  man’s ear 
and  healed him.

Then  Jesus said to the  chief  priests, the of fi cers of the tem ple  guard, 
and the el ders, who had come for him, “Am I lead ing a re bel lion, that you 
have come with  swords and  clubs? Ev ery day I was with you in the tem ple 
 courts, and you did not lay a hand on me. But this is your hour —  when 
dark ness reigns.”
1
Then seiz ing him, they led him away and took him into the  house of the 
high  priest. Pe ter fol lowed at a dis tance. And when some  there had kin dled 
a fire in the mid dle of the court yard and had sat down to geth er, Pe ter sat 
down with them. A ser vant girl saw him seat ed  there in the fire light. She 
 looked close ly at him and said, “This man was with him.”

But he de nied it. “Wom an, I  don’t know him,” he said.
A lit tle lat er some one else saw him and said, “You also are one of 

them.”
“Man, I am not!” Pe ter re plied.
About an hour lat er an oth er as sert ed, “Cer tain ly this fel low was with 

him, for he is a Gal i le an.”
Pe ter re plied, “Man, I  don’t know what  you’re talk ing  about!” Just as he 

was speak ing, the roost er  crowed. The Lord  turned and  looked  straight at 
Pe ter. Then Pe ter re mem bered the word the Lord had spo ken to him: “Be-
fore the roost er  crows to day, you will dis own me  three  times.” And he went 
out side and wept bit ter ly.
1
The men who were guard ing  Jesus be gan mock ing and beat ing him. They 
blind fold ed him and de mand ed, “Proph e sy! Who hit you?” And they said 
many oth er in sult ing  things to him.
1
At day break the coun cil of the el ders of the peo ple, both the  chief  priests 
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and the teach ers of the law, met to geth er, and  Jesus was led be fore them. “If 
you are the Mes si ah,” they said, “tell us.”

Jesus an swered, “If I tell you, you will not be lieve me, and if I  asked you, 
you  would not an swer. But from now on, the Son of Man will be seat ed at 
the  right hand of the  mighty God.”

They all  asked, “Are you then the Son of God?”
He re plied, “You say that I am.”
Then they said, “Why do we need any more tes ti mo ny? We have  heard 

it from his own lips.”
Then the  whole as sem bly rose and led him off to Pi late. And they be gan 

to ac cuse him, say ing, “We have  found this man sub vert ing our na tion. He 
op pos es pay ment of tax es to Cae sar and  claims to be Mes si ah, a king.”

So Pi late  asked  Jesus, “Are you the king of the Jews?”
“You have said so,”  Jesus re plied.
Then Pi late an nounced to the  chief  priests and the  crowd, “I find no 

ba sis for a  charge  against this man.”
But they in sist ed, “He  stirs up the peo ple all over Ju dea by his teach ing. 

He start ed in Gal i lee and has come all the way here.”
On hear ing this, Pi late  asked if the man was a Gal i le an. When he 

 learned that  Jesus was un der Her od’s ju ris dic tion, he sent him to Her od, 
who was also in Je ru sa lem at that time.

When Her od saw  Jesus, he was great ly  pleased, be cause for a long time 
he had been want ing to see him. From what he had  heard  about him, he 
 hoped to see him per form a sign of some sort. He  plied him with many 
ques tions, but  Jesus gave him no an swer. The  chief  priests and the teach ers 
of the law were stand ing  there, ve he ment ly ac cus ing him. Then Her od and 
his sol diers rid i culed and  mocked him. Dress ing him in an el e gant robe, 
they sent him back to Pi late. That day Her od and Pi late be came  friends —  
be fore this they had been en e mies.

Pi late  called to geth er the  chief  priests, the rul ers and the peo ple, and 
said to them, “You  brought me this man as one who was in cit ing the peo ple 
to re bel lion. I have ex am ined him in your pres ence and have  found no ba-
sis for your charg es  against him. Nei ther has Her od, for he sent him back to 
us; as you can see, he has done noth ing to de serve  death. There fore, I will 
pun ish him and then re lease him.”

But the whole crowd  shouted, “Away with this man! Re lease Bar ab bas 
to us!” (Bar ab bas had been  thrown into pris on for an in sur rec tion in the 
city, and for mur der.)

Want ing to re lease  Jesus, Pi late ap pealed to them  again. But they kept 
shout ing, “Cru ci fy him! Cru ci fy him!”

For the  third time he  spoke to them: “Why? What  crime has this man 
com mit ted? I have  found in him no  grounds for the  death pen al ty. There-
fore I will have him pun ished and then re lease him.”
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But with loud  shouts they in sis tent ly de mand ed that he be cru ci fied, 
and  their  shouts pre vailed. So Pi late de cid ed to  grant  their de mand. He 
re leased the man who had been  thrown into pris on for in sur rec tion and 
mur der, the one they  asked for, and sur ren dered  Jesus to  their will.
1
As the sol diers led him away, they  seized Si mon from Cy re ne, who was 
on his way in from the coun try, and put the  cross on him and made him 
car ry it be hind  Jesus. A  large num ber of peo ple fol lowed him, in clud ing 
wom en who  mourned and  wailed for him. Jesus  turned and said to them, 
“Daugh ters of Je ru sa lem, do not weep for me; weep for your selves and for 
your chil dren. For the time will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the 
child less wom en, the  wombs that nev er bore and the  breasts that nev er 
 nursed!’ Then

  “ ‘they will say to the mountains, “Fall on us!”
  and to the hills, “Cover us!” ’

For if peo ple do  these  things when the tree is  green, what will hap pen when 
it is dry?”

Two oth er men, both crim i nals, were also led out with him to be ex e cut-
ed. When they came to the  place  called the  Skull, they cru ci fied him  there, 
 along with the crim i nals —  one on his  right, the oth er on his left. Jesus said, 
“Fa ther, for give them, for they do not know what they are do ing.” And they 
di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots.

The peo ple  stood watch ing, and the rul ers even  sneered at him. They 
said, “He  saved oth ers; let him save him self if he is  God’s Mes si ah, the Cho-
sen One.”

The sol diers also came up and  mocked him. They of fered him wine 
vin egar and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save your self.”

There was a writ ten no tice  above him,  which read: this is the king of 
the jews.

One of the crim i nals who hung  there  hurled in sults at him: “Aren’t you 
the Mes si ah? Save your self and us!”

But the oth er crim i nal re buked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, 
“since you are un der the same sen tence? We are pun ished just ly, for we are 
get ting what our  deeds de serve. But this man has done noth ing wrong.”

Then he said, “Jesus, re mem ber me when you come into your king-
dom. ”

Jesus an swered him, “Tru ly I tell you, to day you will be with me in par-
a dise.”

It was now  about noon, and dark ness came over the  whole land un til 
 three in the af ter noon, for the sun  stopped shin ing. And the cur tain of the 
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tem ple was torn in two. Jesus  called out with a loud  voice, “Fa ther, into your 
 hands I com mit my spir it.” When he had said this, he  breathed his last.

The cen tu ri on, see ing what had hap pened,  praised God and said, 
“Sure ly this was a righ teous man.” When all the peo ple who had gath ered 
to wit ness this  sight saw what took  place, they beat  their  breasts and went 
away. But all  those who knew him, in clud ing the wom en who had fol lowed 
him from Gal i lee,  stood at a dis tance, watch ing  these things.
1
Now  there was a man  named Jo seph, a mem ber of the Coun cil, a good and 
up right man, who had not con sent ed to  their de ci sion and ac tion. He came 
from the Ju de an town of Ar i ma thea, and he him self was wait ing for the 
king dom of God. Go ing to Pi late, he  asked for  Jesus’ body. Then he took it 
down,  wrapped it in lin en  cloth and  placed it in a tomb cut in the rock, one 
in  which no one had yet been laid. It was Prep a ra tion Day, and the Sab bath 
was  about to be gin.

The wom en who had come with  Jesus from Gal i lee fol lowed Jo seph 
and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it. Then they went home and 
pre pared spic es and per fumes. But they rest ed on the Sab bath in obe di ence 
to the com mand ment.
1
On the  first day of the week, very ear ly in the morn ing, the wom en took the 
spic es they had pre pared and went to the tomb. They  found the  stone  rolled 
away from the tomb, but when they en tered, they did not find the body of 
the Lord  Jesus. While they were won der ing  about this, sud den ly two men 
in  clothes that  gleamed like light ning  stood be side them. In  their  fright the 
wom en  bowed down with  their fac es to the  ground, but the men said to 
them, “Why do you look for the liv ing  among the dead? He is not here; he 
has ris en! Re mem ber how he told you,  while he was  still with you in Gal i lee: 
‘The Son of Man must be de liv ered over to the  hands of sin ners, be cru ci fied 
and on the  third day be  raised  again.’ ” Then they re mem bered his words.

When they came back from the tomb, they told all  these  things to the 
Elev en and to all the oth ers. It was Mary Mag da lene, Jo an na, Mary the 
moth er of  James, and the oth ers with them who told this to the apos tles. 
But they did not be lieve the wom en, be cause  their  words  seemed to them 
like non sense. Pe ter, how ev er, got up and ran to the tomb. Bend ing over, he 
saw the  strips of lin en ly ing by them selves, and he went away, won der ing 
to him self what had hap pened.
1
Now that same day two of them were go ing to a vil lage  called Em ma us, 
 about sev en  miles from Je ru sa lem. They were talk ing with each oth er  about 
ev ery thing that had hap pened. As they  talked and dis cussed  these  things 
with each oth er,  Jesus him self came up and  walked  along with them; but 
they were kept from rec og niz ing him.
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He  asked them, “What are you dis cuss ing to geth er as you walk 
along?”

They  stood  still,  their fac es down cast. One of them,  named Cle o pas, 
 asked him, “Are you the only one vis it ing Je ru sa lem who does not know the 
 things that have hap pened  there in  these days?”

“What  things?” he asked.
“About  Jesus of Naz a reth,” they re plied. “He was a proph et, pow er ful 

in word and deed be fore God and all the peo ple. The  chief  priests and our 
rul ers hand ed him over to be sen tenced to  death, and they cru ci fied him; 
but we had  hoped that he was the one who was go ing to re deem Is ra el. And 
what is more, it is the  third day  since all this took  place. In ad di tion, some of 
our wom en  amazed us. They went to the tomb ear ly this morn ing but  didn’t 
find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vi sion of an gels, 
who said he was  alive. Then some of our com pan ions went to the tomb and 
 found it just as the wom en had said, but they did not see  Jesus.”

He said to them, “How fool ish you are, and how slow to be lieve all that 
the proph ets have spo ken! Did not the Mes si ah have to suf fer  these  things 
and then en ter his glo ry?” And be gin ning with Mo ses and all the Proph-
ets, he ex plained to them what was said in all the Scrip tures con cern ing 
him self.

As they ap proached the vil lage to  which they were go ing,  Jesus con tin-
ued on as if he were go ing far ther. But they  urged him strong ly, “Stay with 
us, for it is near ly eve ning; the day is al most over.” So he went in to stay with 
them.

When he was at the ta ble with them, he took  bread, gave  thanks,  broke 
it and be gan to give it to them. Then  their eyes were  opened and they rec-
og nized him, and he dis ap peared from  their  sight. They  asked each oth er, 
“Were not our  hearts burn ing with in us  while he  talked with us on the road 
and  opened the Scrip tures to us?”

They got up and re turned at once to Je ru sa lem.  There they  found the 
Elev en and  those with them, as sem bled to geth er and say ing, “It is true! 
The Lord has ris en and has ap peared to Si mon.” Then the two told what 
had hap pened on the way, and how  Jesus was rec og nized by them when he 
 broke the bread.
1
While they were  still talk ing  about this,  Jesus him self  stood  among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.”

They were star tled and fright ened, think ing they saw a  ghost. He said 
to them, “Why are you trou bled, and why do  doubts rise in your  minds? 
Look at my  hands and my feet. It is I my self !  Touch me and see; a  ghost does 
not have  flesh and  bones, as you see I have.”

When he had said this, he  showed them his  hands and feet. And  while 
they  still did not be lieve it be cause of joy and amaze ment, he  asked them, 
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“Do you have any thing here to eat?” They gave him a  piece of  broiled fish, 
and he took it and ate it in  their pres ence.

He said to them, “This is what I told you  while I was  still with you: Ev-
ery thing must be ful filled that is writ ten  about me in the Law of Mo ses, the 
Proph ets and the Psalms.”

Then he  opened  their  minds so they  could un der stand the Scrip tures. 
He told them, “This is what is writ ten: The Mes si ah will suf fer and rise from 
the dead on the  third day, and re pen tance for the for give ness of sins will be 
 preached in his name to all na tions, be gin ning at Je ru sa lem. You are wit-
ness es of  these  things. I am go ing to send you what my Fa ther has prom ised; 
but stay in the city un til you have been  clothed with pow er from on high.”
1
When he had led them out to the vi cin i ty of Beth a ny, he lift ed up his  hands 
and  blessed them. While he was bless ing them, he left them and was tak en 
up into heav en. Then they wor shiped him and re turned to Je ru sa lem with 
 great joy. And they  stayed con tin u al ly at the tem ple, prais ing God.
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