Joy to the World!



Introduction

Welcome to Christmas Season at Lake Hills!  Regardless of your background, religion, problems or circumstances, Christmas really is the best news you could get.  I invite you to join us every Sunday for the next three weeks as we begin this special Christmas series to discover how God designed Christmas to meet your three deepest needs, and how understanding and receiving God’s three Christmas gifts to you will transform your life forever.
Going to be reading from Luke 2.8-14 (p.725)

A Better Than Perfect Christmas
In 1965 a half-hour Christmas show entitled, “A Charlie Brown Christmas” first appeared on TV. Appointed director of the holiday school pageant, Charlie Brown ventures out with Linus to buy the perfect artificial Christmas tree. Instead they bring back a pathetic little tree…a real one.  The whole experience leaves Charlie Brown feeling depressed and lonely…some of the same emotions that many of us feel as we navigate through the demands of a season driven by shopping, parties and expectations that often go unmet. 
“To perceive Christmas through its wrappings becomes more difficult with every year. “
~E.B. White in The Second Tree from the Corner

Let’s talk for a minute about what it means to be real in a world preoccupied with the pursuit of perfection.

1.  Over-spending / overdrawn!
2.  Over-Stressed: trying to please everyone / busyness  (Some other sources?)

3.  Over-Burdened with grief, anxiety and worry:   “What’s Christmas all about?”
RE: Charlie Brown Christmas
The Purpose of Christmas
· largest celebration around the world each year / not 1 day, but a month… 1/12  year!

· billions set aside routines to decorate homes, send cards, buy gifts, go to parties, attend church services, sing Christmas songs, watch TV specials, travel long distances

· There are store and even careers dedicated to preparing for it.
· Christmas sights and sounds fill the air / it’s everywhere / can’t miss it.

For next 3 weeks the world will be focused on this event – Christmas.  

· An event that happened two thousand years ago, in the Middle East, in a little town, with no fanfare.  
· But today, two thousand years later, it can still stop traffic.  How is that?  What’s so special about Christmas?  
· Why is it that it’s the most celebrated holiday on the planet?  
· Why is it that, this week, billions of people bought gifts, baked cookies & sweets, had a party, and gathered with friends and family to plan how to celebrate Christmas.  What makes Christmas special?

The birth of Jesus Christ - most significant event in the history of mankind.  
· It split history into A.D. and B.C.
· Every time / use your calendar / write a check… using Jesus Christ as the focus

· Even your BD is dated by His BD!
For the next three weeks /  Purpose of Christmas – why we celebrate it.  
· At the very first Christmas, at the birth of Jesus, an angel announced 3 things.  
· In those 3 statements of the angel, we find the 3 purposes of Christmas.  
· How these 3 words can change your life forever


In Luke 2.8-10  – “And there were shepherds out in the field nearby keeping watch over their flock by night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shown around them, and they were terrified.    [I would be too if I saw an angel!]  But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy, which will be for all people.’” 



The first purpose of Christmas is celebration!  
It’s a party.  I bring you good news of great joy.  Actually, it’s a birthday party.  

At Christmas, we have more parties than any other time of the year.  
· Ironic –often, the guest of honor is totally left out of the party.  
· Christmas is a birthday party for Jesus.  It’s why we say “Merry Christmas.”  
· I don’t want to shock you, but God really likes parties.  God is into parties.  
· In fact, the Bible says that the angels hold a party every time a single person trusts Christ.  Turns away from their self-centeredness and turns to Him.  

Survey:   We asked, “What are you going to be celebrating this Christmas?”  


“Peace and quiet!” (like to know who you are so we can all come celebrate that w/ you!”

“Having someone in my life who cares about me.”

 
“Not working in retail!”

“I know what Christmas is for, but it’s also a sad time for things experienced in the past.”

“Family and the happiness that is back in my life.”
“This Christmas, I’m celebrating the birth of Christ.”

“ I won’t be celebrating anything; I will only be fulfilling the obligations that come with Christmas.”
A lot of people feel that way about the Christmas season.  
· “I’m not celebrating anything.  I just want to get through it.”  
· Some of you feel that way about this service – Well, welcome!

Christmas is a party!  We’re supposed to celebrate
· So busy preparing, getting ready, buying presents, planning, we lose the joy of what the moment is all about.  

This week, I was out shopping.  I’m standing in the middle of Wal-Mart watching all kinds of people, and nobody looked happy.  They all looked pressured and stressed.  They all looked a little cranky.  It started wearing off on me.  A guy came up to me, and he said, “You look like a pastor.”  I said, “No.  I just had the flu.  I’m sorry!  I’ll get over it!”  We lose the joy.

Why do we celebrate?  Why is it a party?  
· The angel said, “I bring you good news of great joy, and it’s for everybody.”  
· Really?  For many, Christmas is source of hassle-not happiness / pressure, not pleasure / duty, not delight

· Might feel uneasy or lonely, even depressed

· dread spending time w/ oddball relatives

· family relationships strained and uncomfortable

· don’t have anyone to celebrate with

· remind you of losses or hurts, or how things have changed

· religious background doesn’t include Christmas, or maybe have no faith at all & watching others celebrate may make you feel uneasy

· maybe exhausted and worn out from all that’s happened this year

· This Christmas, God cares deeply about how you feel.  That’s why, Christmas is the best news you could get – beneath it all, simple and profound truths that can transform your life for the better here on earth and for forever in eternity.

· Nothing more important for you to understand than the implications of Christmas for your life.

·  “I bring you (it’s personal) good news of great joy (it’s positive), which will be for all people.” (It is universal.)  
· Doesn’t matter who you are, what you’ve done, where you are, or where you’re headed – this news is good and it’s for you!
The good news of Christmas is three things.  This is what we celebrate.  When God sent Jesus Christ to Earth, He was saying three things…
First, God loves us.
The most famous verse in the Bible, John 3:16, says – “God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal [or everlasting] life.”  That’s the good news.  God so loved the world.  That’s why He sent Jesus.  He was sent on a message of love.

Christmas is saying to you, “God says, ‘I love you.’”  
· The entire reason for Christmas is the love of God – God’s love toward you.

· God is love.  
· And God created the entire universe, just so He could create this planet, just so He could create the human race, just so He could create you, just so He could love you.  
· The reason you are alive is you were created as an object of God’s love.  God made you to love you.  It’s the only reason you’re alive.  It’s the only reason your heart’s beating right now. 
· If God didn’t want to love you, you wouldn’t exist right now.  God made you to love you.  
· And He loves you on your good days and bad; when you feel it, and when you don’t feel it.  He loves you when you think you deserve it, and He loves you when you think you don’t deserve it.  Because His love isn’t based on what you do.  His love is based on who He is.  God is love.  

· His love is based on His character, not your performance.  You can’t make God stop loving you.  You can try, but you can’t do it.  Because God’s love isn’t based on what you do.  It’s based on who He is.  And you were created by God simply because He wanted to love you.  
· The Bible makes it very, very clear – He loves you.  When He sent Jesus Christ to Earth, Jesus later as He grew to a man, stretched His arms out on a cross to die for your sins, and he was saying at that point, “I love you this much.  I love you so much I’d rather die than live without you.”  
· You will never fully comprehend how much God loves you.  It’s like an ant trying to understand the Internet.  You don’t have the brain capacity to understand how much God loves you.  
· READ EPHESIANS 17-19 (LB)   To know this, to feel this, to have a living sense of it, is one of the highest privileges of the Christian.  Nothing will generate so much gratitude in our hearts; nothing will prompt us so much to a life of self-denial; nothing will make us so benevolent and so dead to selfishness and temptation.
Not only does God love you, but He’s with you.  
"The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel"—which means, "God with us."   Matthew 1:23  (NIV)
You may not feel it / has nothing to do with your feelings.  He’s with you all the time.  
· Emmanuel:  His very name means, “God is with us.”  (Hebrews 13:5),  “I will never leave you, and I will never abandon you.”   Not in His character.
· Many of you feel abandoned in life?  I’m sorry.  But God will never abandon you.  You may not feel it.  But that just means you’re not tuned in;  not connected.  
· Did you know that God hates loneliness?  He hates it.   “It’s not good for a man to be alone.”  
· Whether married or not is irrelevant.  You need people in your life.  More than that, you need God in your life… lonely, because you are not connected to God.  

Isa 43:2  When you go through deep waters, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown. When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned up; the flames will not consume you. 

The good news is this – God says, “I not only love you.  I’m with you all the time, you just need to be aware of it.”  
You don’t have to face anything in 2010 by yourself.   You can…but you don’t have to.  
When God is near, He removes your fear.  You don’t have to worry; sweat it; be anxious about what’s going to happen.  God’s love and presence give you hope.  If you’re lonely 
this Christmas, you need to turn to Jesus Christ and sense that relationship in your heart.  
He not only loves you, and He’s not only with you, but the Bible says God is for you.
He’s on your side; He wants you to win…to succeed.  In fact, Jesus said this – “God did not send His Son into the world to condemn it, but to save it.”  
Afraid of God   (out to get you / sadistic cosmic grouch, waiting to criticize or judge)
You may be afraid of God, or get nervous when people start talking about God.  You know why?  It’s guilt.  Guilt separates us from God;  guilt and ignorance of what He’s really like.
Some people have an instant visceral reaction at the mention of Jesus.

· Muscles start to contract and constrict – get fidgety

· Stomachs and faces tighten up with tension

· Maybe you’ve felt yourself react this way

· Adrenaline starts to rush through your body – fight or flight response

· Why?

One common reason – we all carry secret, hidden guilt from things we’ve done wrong, and we feel ashamed of the ways we’ve acted and treated others

Feel God is angry, and we avoid facing Him – and our stuff.

You think, “If I try to get close to God, He’s going to hold all the things I’ve done wrong against me.”   But Jesus didn’t come to condemn the world – or you.  He came to save it – and you; to forgive us of all the bad things in our past when we receive His Christmas gift.   That’s the good news.  “I love you.  I’m with you.  I am for you.”  And “if God is for us, who can ever be against us?”
· And, by the way, it’s not the job of Christians either, to condemn the world.  
· Don’t waste one second of your life condemning society; we’re not here to condemn the world, but to help save it.  That’s your role once you become a follower of Christ.  Point people to the Truth, Way, Life God offers through Christ.

· Jesus came to save us, not to scare us!  That’s why the very first words of the angel, the angel said, “Don’t be afraid.”  
· Did you know those are usually the first words God says to people in the Bible? – “Don’t be afraid.”  
· Did you know that there are 365 “fear not’s” in the Bible? (1 every day of year)
· God is saying, “Get the message!”  He says, “I love you,  I’m with you,  and I’m for you.”  That’s good news.  And that’s why we celebrate at Christmas.

That’s the first purpose of Christmas – celebration.  It’s good news of great joy, and it’s for everybody.  I don’t care if you’re Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Muslim, Mormon, Hindu, Buddist, Baptist or nothing.  It’s good news of great joy for all people.
Open Before Christmas:  Receive the gift of God’s love!
Prayer 

