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Part of a Winning Team   
Did you ever want to be part of a great team, something that just did something great?  Some of you guys maybe had a dream of being a part of a team that went to the super bowl or won the World Series.  Ever watch a Nascar pit crew?  Wow!
· High School Track Team

You're part of the greatest team there ever was in the church. What we do is going to last forever. Ever want to be a partner in a -- maybe a great business that went to the top of the Fortune 500? In the church, we are part of the greatest and most successful enterprise that's ever existed.

Being Part of a Winning Team  (How to be happy in a church!)
You were formed for God’s family.   What matters most in life – love.
the best use of your life is love / life w/out it is worthless / love leaves a legacy / 
“Fellowship” – the Bible word for “friends and family”. / Not alone, friendless
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1Co 1:9  God will do this, for He is faithful to do what He says, and He has invited you into partnership (fellowship) with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1Co 1:10  I appeal to you, dear brothers and sisters, by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, to live in harmony with each other. Let there be no divisions in the church. Rather, be of one mind, united in thought and purpose.
· brothers and sisters – family of God / care, love, acceptance, forgiveness
· authority – name = authority, character / under authority necessary for real fellowship
· harmony – unity (idiom meaning “to be in agreement”)  NASB, NIV, AMP
· no divisions – splits, gaps, tears; that which keeps apart; separating an entire body into parts (dismemberment); a part separated by a line; disunity & discord arising from differences
· one mind, united in thought and purpose
· harnessing your thought, imaginations, ego / not high-minded. but humble
· being part of a church family moves you out of self-centered isolation
· same values, working toward the same end
1Co 1:11  For some members of Chloe's household have told me about your quarrels, my dear brothers and sisters. 

1Co 1:12  Some of you are saying, "I am a follower of Paul." Others are saying, "I follow Apollos," or "I follow Peter, " or "I follow only Christ." (disregarding His appointed leaders)
1Co 1:13  Has Christ been divided into factions?...
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
To have fellowship we must focus on the things that unite us instead of the things that divide us.
Our ability to get along with others is a mark of spiritual maturity.
List on the tablet, “ISSUES THAT DIVIDE CHRISTIANS”

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
How to be happy in a church:
1. Be realistic in your expectations, with balance between the ideal and the real.
a. decide to love the church in spite of imperfections / no false expectations
b. Committed Christ-followers never surrender our ideals about the church, but we come to terms with its shortcomings and human blemishes graciously.  We seek to practice what the Bible calls a “love which covers a multitude of sins.”  The more we love, the more ready we are to look for the best in our fellow Christians, refusing to take the failures we see as final.  We believe the grace of God will triumph in the church — and in ourselves.
2. Choose to encourage rather than criticize.

a. Appreciate (add value to) rather than depreciate
3. Refuse to listen to gossip.
a. Gossip is passing on information when you are neither part of the problem nor part of the solution.  

b. Listening to gossip is like accepting stolen property – it makes you just as guilty of the crime

c. Beware “cannibal Christian”  (bite and devour one another) Gal.5.15
4. Be a peacemaker (in damaged or broken fellowship)
a. Talk to God before talking to the person

b. Always take the initiative

c. Sympathize with their feelings

d. Own and confess your part of the conflict

e. Attack the problem, not the person

f. Do everything possible to live in peace / cooperate
g. Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution  (unity, not uniformity)

5. Focus your identity in Jesus — nothing else; the basis for Christian self-identification.

Christ is the Source and focus of our faith.    “I’m Methodist,” or, “I’m Baptist,” or even say, “I’m a Calvinist” or, “I’m a charismatic.” Use of any such term to identify us makes that particular association or belief the defining difference — the focus of our identity. Paul argued that Jesus, and Jesus alone, is the basis for Christian self-identification.
To exalt leaders, or denominations, or doctrines, or experiences, to the level where they make us “different” from our brothers and sisters in Christ is to operate on that mere human wisdom which is nothing but foolishness in God’s sight. 
Refuse to let any of our “distinctives” separate us from heartfelt fellowship with brothers and sisters who, whatever our differences, still own Jesus as Saviour and Lord.

List on the tablet, “ISSUES THAT DIVIDE CHRISTIANS”

Denomination
Baptism
Spiritual Gifts
Personality 
“What are some other issues that divide Christians?” Add suggestions to the list. 
(MUSICAL STYLE,  CARPET COLOR,  COMMUNION,  )  
Then ask your group members to express opinions: “Which, if any, are valid reasons for division?”

And, when you think about it, the world is desperate for this kind of fellowship.  In a world that is increasingly fragmented and impersonal, people want a place to come to where they can fit in and be loved.  We don’t sit on porches anymore, we don’t live with our extended family outside the back door, we don’t put down roots like we used to.  Do you remember the TV show Cheers?  Think about the words of its theme song:  
Making your way in the world today takes everything you’ve got.
Taking a break from all your worries, sure would help a lot.
Wouldn’t you like to get away?

Sometimes you want to go
Where everybody knows your name,
and they’re always glad you came.
You wanna be where you can see,
our troubles are all the same
You wanna be where everybody knows
Your name.

I think that’s why so many people liked that show.  You walk in the door and people call out “Norm!”  They know your business and care about how you’re doing.  

