 Week 4:

HOW TO HAVE A HIGH-PERFORMANCE LIFE
James 2:14 - 26

Jas 2:14  What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don't show it by your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? 

Jas 2:15  Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, 

Jas 2:16  and you say, "Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well"—but then you don't give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 

Jas 2:17  So you see, faith by itself isn't enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and useless. 

Jas 2:18  Now someone may argue, "Some people have faith; others have good deeds." But I say, "How can you show me your faith if you don't have good deeds? I will show you my faith by my good deeds." 

Jas 2:19  You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this, and they tremble in terror. 

Jas 2:20  How foolish! Can't you see that faith without good deeds is useless? 

Jas 2:21  Don't you remember that our ancestor Abraham was shown to be right with God by his actions when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 

Jas 2:22  You see, his faith and his actions worked together. His actions made his faith complete.  (He acted on what he believed.)
Jas 2:23  And so it happened just as the Scriptures say: "Abraham believed God, and God counted him as righteous because of his faith." He was even called the friend of God. 

Jas 2:24  So you see, we are shown to be right with God by what we do, not by faith alone.   (…by what we do, not just by what we believe)
Jas 2:25  Rahab the prostitute is another example. She was shown to be right with God by her actions when she hid those messengers and sent them safely away by a different road. 

Jas 2:26  Just as the body is dead without breath, so also faith is dead without good works. 
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   
We are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.
Eph 2:10 (NIV)

For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things He planned for us long ago.

Eph 2:10 (NLT)
*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   

We are shaped for serving God, and we serve God by serving others.
“Your hands shaped me and made me.” 
Job 10:8 (NIV)

· Spiritual Gifts   
· Heart   
· Abilities   
· Personality   
· Experiences

“Each one should use whatever gift he’s received to serve others.” 
1 Pet. 4:10 (NIV)  

Bible word for serving God and others – “ministry”
Jesus ~ “Your attitude must be like My Own, for I did not come to be served, but to serve...”
                                                                                                       Matt. 20:28 (LB)
When we show love and compassion in simple, practical ways, we are a part of God’s ministry to people.
We show our love for God when we love and serve His family.

Parable of the talents

Parable of those who said, “When did we see you naked or in prison…”

LEARNING TO SERVE LIKE JESUS

1.
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING AVAILABLE.


“Two blind men... shouted, ‘Lord, have mercy on us!’ ... Jesus 


stopped and called them. ‘What do you want Me to do for you?’


He asked.”  
Matt. 20:30-32 (NIV)




1st Barrier: SELF-CENTEREDNESS


“Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand.”
Phil. 2:4 (MSG)




2nd Barrier: PERFECTIONISM


“If you wait for perfect conditions, you’ll never get anything


 done.”  Eccl. 11:4 (NLT)




3rd Barrier: MATERIALISM


“No servant can serve two masters... You cannot serve both 


God and money." 

Lk. 16:13 (NIV)

2. 
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING GRATEFUL.

“Jesus looked up and said, ‘Father, I thank you that you have 


heard Me. I knew that you always hear Me, but I said this for the 


benefit of the people standing here...’"    John 11:41-42 (NIV) 


“Serve the Lord with gladness.”  
Ps. 100:2 (KJV)
3. 
SERVING LIKE JESUS MEANS BEING FAITHFUL.

“I have brought You glory on earth by completing the work You 


gave me to do.”



 John 17:4 (NIV) 


“The one thing required of servants is that they be faithful...” 




  



1 Cor.  4:2 (TEV)

