REFOCUS: DEALING WITH DOUBT

Everyone doubts sometime: without answers, full of questions

THREE KINDS OF BELIEVERS / BELIEF / FAITH

For example, you can believe in something without necessarily believing it to be true for you, or placing personal faith in it. 

Illustration: Tightrope walker who could guide a barrel across Niagara Falls

Most of you here today would say, “I believe in God.”  

James 2:19, “You believe there is one God.  Good!  But even the demons believe that, and they shudder.”  In other words, there are different kinds of believing.  Just because you believe something does not mean that you believe IN it (place faith in it).  

· CASUAL:  practically speaking, you don’t let the teaching of Christ impact your daily life. 

· CONVENIENT: “I’m here for what I can get, but my faith isn’t going to cost me anything.”  

40% last year, not 1 dollar – no service in church or community

· COMMITTED


THE ROAD TO COMMITTED FAITH

God may allow you to have a season of doubt so that you will seek Him, and when you find Him, you will give Him your entire life.

About Thomas / doubting Thomas / bad rap / fisherman / called by Jesus / great faith / martyr

The road to committed faith often starts with doubts. Sometimes faith that has overcome doubt is stronger than that of those who never doubt.

· DOUBTS

Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But (Thomas) said to them, ‘Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe it.’           ~ John 20:24-25

· DISCOVERIES

A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you!’  Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.’  ~ John 20:26-27

· BELIEF

Thomas said to him, ‘My Lord and my God!’  ~ John 20:28

Jesus had the remainder of Thomas’ life.  Doubting Thomas.  Guess what scholars say?  

· between about 52 - 72 A.D. doubting Thomas led evangelistic crusade to India.  

· remnants of his work honored all over India

· commonly accepted that he looked up to heaven and said, “Never will I deny the one who died for me,” and they tied him to a tree and drove a stake right through his heart.  

Doubting Thomas, that’s bogus.  

· He surrendered the remainder of his life to the One who died for him.  

· Great faith often starts with honest doubts, followed by God revealing Himself through spiritual discoveries, followed by a belief that cannot ever be shaken.  

· Thomas’ belief was committed enough to die for Jesus.

· Is your belief committed enough to live for Jesus?

Imagine a life filled with faith, fully committed to God – w/ no sense of “going thru the motions”

Prayer

Practical Help & Application

1. The Bible, God's Word refocuses our thinking/understanding and builds our faith.


Rom 10:17  Consequently, faith comes from hearing the message, and the message is 
heard 
through the word of Christ.     (Teaching/Preaching)

2. Prayer for God's wisdom helps us refocus.   (James 1)


(5) If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to him.  (6) But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 


(7) That man should not think he will receive anything from the Lord; (5) he is a double-minded man, unstable in all he does. 

