A Fresh Wind in Our Sails

No Condemnation

Living in Missouri during the summer is different than living in Kansas – often there is no breeze. RE: Camping trip years ago, took a small sailboat on lake. The wind died -- there was no wind!  Had to row and row to get back to shore.

Scene from “Master and Commander” where the boat is stranded in the ocean / no wind – For some of you sitting here this morning, that’s what your life feels like...    

Stuck / stranded / unable to move forward

Review:


1.  Religion  vs. Forgiveness:  Receiving forgiveness of sins is the starting point of all 

     
     real relationship with God.

2.  Religion  vs. Faith:  God may allow you to have a season of doubt so that you will 

     seek Him, and when you find Him, you will give Him your entire life.

3.  Religion vs. Grace

Intro:  One of the really strange things about religious people: always think you should believe like they believe.  

C.S. Lewis once wrote that the world's major religions have eight major themes, eight ethical standards in common. So in light of those eight commandments, what makes Christianity so different?

1. Don't harm others with word or deed.

2. Honor your parents.

3. Be kind to siblings and the elderly.

4. Be fair in your dealings with others.

5. Don't lie.

6. Don't have sex with another person's spouse.

7. Care for those who are weaker.

8. Put others first.

All religions point to three things:  (Religion 101)


1) We ought to live a certain way.



2) We're not perfect, so we don't.   (There is failure.)



3) We are at odds with God because of our failures.


And here's where Christianity becomes less of a religion and becomes something more personal and powerful. In light of this “gap”, God sent Jesus to this world to stand in that gap. God invites us to lose our religion and embrace our Savior.

Commentary

When I was young I saw a stranger smoking a cigarette just outside of our little church. I was shocked. I remember the pastor’s son’s icy reaction: “We don’t smoke at church.” 

I also remember one of the men of our church who had cussed his whole life and I heard a stream of words come out of him one day that could make a sailor blush!

There were many things that made me and other Christians I knew uncomfortable. 

· many things we considered wrong, in addition to the serious sins the Bible identified

· felt compelled to judge all the ways another person seemed to miss our mark

To us, morality was summed up in doing “right” . . . and in cutting ourselves off from any relationship with those who did not do as we did or think as we thought.

We never realized that our attitude might distort true morality.  

Religious vs. Relational Morality / Law (=Moral Code) [NEXT SCREEN]

Unable to arrest Jesus, the Pharisees hoped to destroy His influence by forcing Him into a situation in which He would either directly violate the Law, or would insist on a drastic and unpopular penalty that was seldom enforced. The Pharisees and teachers of the Law brought a woman caught in the act of adultery to Jesus, and they challenged Him. 

Joh 8:1  Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 

Joh 8:2  At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 

Joh 8:3  The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 

Joh 8:4  and said to Jesus, "Teacher, this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 

Joh 8:5  In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such women. Now what do you say?" 

Joh 8:6  They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 

Joh 8:7  When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, "If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her."

Joh 8:8  Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 

Joh 8:9  At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 

Joh 8:10  Jesus straightened up and asked her, "Woman, where are they? Has no one condemned you?"

Joh 8:11  "No one, sir," she said. "Then neither do I condemn you," Jesus declared. "Go now and leave your life of sin."

As we analyze this incident, we begin to see the nature of a morality which flows from grace — in contrast to a religious/legalistic morality. That religious morality or code is:

· Religion is impersonal. The Pharisees were quick to use the woman to strike at Jesus. She had no value in their eyes; they didn’t care about her as a person.

Jesus cared about her. She was guilty, but in spite of her sin Jesus refused to condemn her. Grace salvages, rather than destroys, the individual.  

Grace cares first and foremost about the person.

· Religion is selective. Where was the man? Their morality excused some while accusing others.  Jesus, however, raised the issue of universal guilt. “If any one of you is without sin, let him be the first to throw a stone at her,” He announced. Every man there was forced to admit that he stood beside the woman, before the bar of justice.

The divine morality begins with the affirmation that all have sinned. But the Judge withholds condemnation in order to give life, and to encourage the sinner to “leave your life of sin.”

Grace humbly identifies with the person who sinned, taking on no moral superiority.

· Religion is punishment oriented. The Religious leaders were not concerned with encouraging the reform of the woman. Their motives were vengeful.

On the other hand, everything Jesus did was righteous, and was designed to produce righteousness! Jesus affirmed the Law’s penalty for sin, but demanded sinlessness from anyone who would execute it! Christ Himself judged the sin wrong, but rather than condemn the sinner, Jesus withheld the penalty so that she might go and sin no more!

Grace does not condemn, but seeks to lead others to God.

Rom 8:1  Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 

Rom 8:2  because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death. 

Who Enjoys It? "Those Who Are in Christ Jesus"

First, not everyone can say, "There is now no condemnation over my life." Only those "who are in Christ Jesus." Some are in him and some are not. The N.T. states this everywhere in its writings. There are those "in Christ" and there are those "outside." 

Explicitly in Romans 9:3, with grief, that there are those who are "accursed, separated from Christ." The opposite of the precious phrase "in Christ" (en kristõ) is the terrible phrased "[separated] from Christ" (apo tou Kristou) Where are you? In Christ? Or separated from Christ?

Everyone is invited, "Come to me, all who are weary and heavy laden. . . . Let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost. . . . The one who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out" (Matthew 11:28; Revelation 22:17; John 6:37).

But what if you don't come / believe / receive the free gift? Jesus tells us in John 3:36, "He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him." The wrath of God - the condemnation of God is taken away in Christ.  Not outside Christ.

So where are you?  In Christ / Outside Christ?  No condemnation / Under condemnation? 

You don't have to stay under condemnation.  Christ invites all, "Come! Trust me! Enter!"

Practical effects: What difference does "no condemnation" make now? 

· Even if you said to me, "It's of no help now whatsoever in my practical problems," I might answer, "Even so, it is far more valuable than any other help you might receive. Because eternity is so long and life here is so short." Even misery here for 85 years, and no condemnation in the presence of the All-satisfying God for 85 million ages of years?

But I will mention some benefits anyway. for those of you who believe - who are in Christ Jesus.

No Condemnation in Physical Pain

When you suffer physical pain, and it lasts a long time, and seems to get worse instead of better, and it even seems that it may end in death and not healing - the accuser comes - your own thoughts, the devil, Job's friends - and says, "It's punishment. You are under God's condemnation. That's why you are suffering so much." How are you going to survive that assault? Answer: With Romans 8:1
No Condemnation in Marriage Difficulties

Suppose you feel disappointed or even deeply wronged in your marriage. Where will you find the moral power to forgive and keep on loving and hoping and giving and not resort to returning evil for evil and condemning? Answer: Romans 8:1.  From that reservoir of mercy and hope you will draw up buckets of mercy for your spouse. And God will work wonders of grace in your life.

No Condemnation in the Failures of Parenting

What are you going to do if your children break your heart? We will find ample reason for thinking it was our fault. And you will never be able to sort that out. Ever. Only God can. So how will you keep going? How will you keep loving? Answer: Romans 8:1. 

So where are you? Has the world shaped your mind so that you don't even think about your need to escape God's condemnation? Do you just think about how religion might be practically useful? Most important, are you in Christ, by faith, or are you outside? Don't stay outside. There is always room in Christ. Come.

Those are truly happy, whom Christ does not condemn. Christ's favour to us in the forgiveness of past sins should prevail with us, Go then, and sin no more.

The greatest need we have is not to do things, but to believe things. 

 ~ Oswald Chambers

My Utmost for His Highest

