Tipping The Sacred Cow

The greatest danger today in all the talk about faith-based social organizations is that Christians will begin to think about their faith the way that non-Christians do.  The temptation is tremendous, and comes from outside and inside the church.

The world – views Christianity, and other religions, as useful, depending on 

     what social, psychological, or physical benefits it may bring. 

· doesn't assess Christianity in the categories of true or false, but in the categories of useful or harmful. 

· does not think of Christianity as divine revelation but merely as human opinion. 

· does not believe that God must reveal our deepest need, and then provide the remedy in Jesus Christ, but believes we know our deepest needs and that religion can be respectable if it helps meet them.

The danger that Christians start to think this way is deadly.  A reporter interviews a pastor and immediately defines by his questions the categories for explaining Christianity. "What's your strategy for helping the homeless and poor?  What are you doing about feeding hungry people?  How do you help people get jobs?”

These are valid questions - But if we let secular opinion determine our starting point and then define the terms for explaining Christianity, then we will promote the false notion that the church and the gospel of Jesus Christ are not an authoritative revelation from God that is true and necessary, but instead, an activity of man that is merely useful; you've just gotten a religion instead of relationship.

The Essence of Christianity

· God is the supreme power, wisdom and value in the universe

· If we do not honor him as such, that we are therefore guilty of sin

· He alone can rescue us from his own condemnation

· He offers rescue through the death & resurrection of his Son, Jesus Christ

Knowing this, if what we promote is housing, jobs, health care, sobriety, family life minus this message, we are not Christian - we are cruel.  We comb man's hair in the electric chair and hide his freedom in our hands.

(Transition)

This morning as we finish up this series - address an issue that gets in the way of faith and the message of Jesus.  This one specific obstacle is so emotional we tend to think there's rationality behind it; we think it's reasonable – consequently this is something that surfaces in our minds and in the minds of many people all over the world when they think about Christianity.

Review:

1. Religion vs. Forgiveness: Receiving forgiveness of sins is the starting point of all real relationship with God.

2. Religion vs. Faith: God may allow you to have a season of doubt so that you will seek Him, and when you find Him, you will give Him your entire life.

3. Religion vs. Grace:  There is no condemnation to those who are in Christ.

1) We ought to live a certain way.

2) We're not perfect, so we don't. (There is failure.)

3) We are at odds with God because of our failures.


Just because something is unfair and uncomfortable, does not mean that it is untrue.

“Just because I don’t like it doesn’t make it untrue.”  

Sacred cow – ideal that you will not allow to be challenged

“It can’t be true; it just seems so unfair and uncomfortable.”  This is not an argument; it is only an emotion.

The reason we strap God with the responsibility of making it fair and comfortable is be cause we grossly, grossly, grossly underestimate the significance of sin in this world and in our lives.

· We don’t grasp the significance of what sin did to this world

· All we know is a sinful world – never known anything else; this is normal

· All we know is sinful people, broken beyond what we can even imagine

Our world has fallen so far short of what God had planned that we can’t even comprehend the consequences and ramifications of sin.

We’ve dummed down the word “sin” to the word “mistake”.

· Mistake = is when we try to get it right, but we get it wrong.

· a robbery is not a mistake

· an affair is not a mistake

· cheating on taxes is not a mistake

· doing drugs is not a mistake

When we need surgery for serious disease, we don’t ask for what’s most comfortable, but what is most effective.  

When you recognize that perhaps there is a God, then you realize that you don’t really want what’s fair.  In that moment you want mercy, forgiveness and grace.

We all stand condemned and it’s worse than we ever imagined.

Rom 5:6  You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 

· Don’t think of ourselves in this light – comparing to wrong standard

· “un-God-like”  =  unlike God

Rom 5:7  Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die. 

Rom 5:8  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Luk 7:36  Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 

Luk 7:37  When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 

Luk 7:38  and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 

Luk 7:39  When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner." 

Luk 7:40  Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 

Luk 7:41  "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.

Luk 7:42  Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?"

Luk 7:43  Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 

Luk 7:44  Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair.

Luk 7:45  You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet.

Luk 7:46  You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet.

Luk 7:47  Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven—for (therefore) she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little."

Luk 7:47  "I tell you, her sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown Me much love.  But a person who is forgiven little shows only little love."

