Rethink

Oxford Dictionary of Proverbs -  “what you don’t know can’t hurt you” 


1576, book “Petit Palace”  “So long as I know it not, it hurteth me not.” 


Apparently, he never had cancer.

“What we don't know, can hurt us.”  Especially the truth about God.

A defining moment:

· you come face to face with a truth that we didn't know or had purposely forgotten

· or a truth that got blended in and lost in all the stuff of life 

· suddenly face to face with it / comes front and center; seeing it in a new way our lives 

are transformed and changed forever.  

· Your perspective / your view of relationships / view of God has just changed forever

· Something new we hear and we intuitively know “That is true” and it becomes a lens 



through which we view all of life.

· Sometimes a truth we were raised with, but it became inconvenient or uncomfortable.

· We come to a place where for whatever reason we're willing to rethink our view, rethink our position, rethink our opinion, and as a result – we're changed; our life becomes different and new.

STORY

What you knew to be true is brought front and center – life is short; life is fragile.


The truth about what's important and priorities

There are some truths you just don't want to know, because they bother you – one reason we don't want to rethink our life

· Parents - Your kids aren't as wonderful as you thought they were

· Singles - Leave me with the illusion that he/she/life is perfect  I don't want to listen; to 
hear that may mess up my dream or my plan

· Married – Your marriage isn't what you thought it was / I don't really want to know

· Business – Bad News / Don't mess up the illusion that things are fine

· It's not rational – we need to know the truth / have the cards on the table

· “If I ignore the truth long enough, it won't be the truth” the facts / Maybe if I focus on 



what I want to be the reality, it will become reality.

· This is why some of you won't go to the doctor – sneaking suspicion

· So we ignore what we know in our peripheral vision is true / though it's not rational, it's how we often respond to life.


You know this don't you?
That kind of approach to family, to relationships, to business 


doesn't work.



Why families seem to suddenly implode



Why relationships crumble



Why you get into financial hardships and even disasters



Why businesses fall completely apart and bankrupt 

Just as it is never productive to ignore the truth in your marriage / who you're dating / your kids /  finances / business...    In the same way , to turn a blind eye to what is true about your Heavenly Father never leads to a a good safe place to be, but will bring about serious trouble.

Pastor / professional Christian / here's what we have in common.  Like you, in my mind I have a picture of what I want God to be like; a few verses from the Bible – when I run into verses or teaching or truth that contradicts what I like or want to be true – it bothers me

You're the same way – had people say, “I just don't believe what you said about God is true / about the Bible is true.”  When I questioned them – they didn't come to that conclusion based on real Biblical research, but on their views, what they had heard or been taught; usually only listening to one opinion/one side of the argument!  (NARROW-MINDED)

Don't want to acknowledge something else might be true – it wrecks my life / my theology, my philosophy (system of belief) / wrecks my peace / it scares me to think I could be so wrong

What my God is like

· God won't let anything bad happen to my family

· God won't let anything bad happen to me financially / I'm one of His best investors

· He will insure the success of my children

· He's intensely interested in the outcome of Nascar races and football games / ignore 

the prayers of the other team / God says, “shh, I'm watching the game.”

· My particular sins aren't much of a concern to God / He's got bigger fish to fry

· Hell – nobody really goes there, at least not forever.  Except for a few people, and God 



says, “I'm with you on that.”

When I hear verses / Bible teachings / truth that conflicts with my worldview – I don't want to believe that – not trying to be rational – I just don't want to believe that.

Here's the problem - heres what I want you to see:

“Every distortion about God has a corresponding consequence in my life.” 

· With every distortion there is a consequence / we pay a price in some arena of our life

· If you believe that every time something bad happens God is punishing you, you will 

never be able to fully trust your Heavenly Father

· If you have a religious routine in how you deal with God (in two weeks) you'll never 
have a personal relationship with God / may not be able to get along with others

· If you believe you have to have all your questions answered before you can trust God – 
you will never ever have faith

· “I've done some things that are so bad I'm  not sure I can ever be forgiven – you will never find forgiveness and peace.

“Every distortion about God has a corresponding consequence in my life.”  

When we live in the world of “I don't want to believe that is true”  - we live with the consequences of approaching God not as He really is, but on who we so desperately... want... Him... to be.

Interesting thing – this is exactly the world Jesus walked into

· in the gospels: Jesus said one of the reasons I'm here is to explain God to you – because 


you (people of His day) are confused about God

· Here's the good news...  didn't send a prophet, not a tablet of stone, he did everything he could to reveal Himself to mankind  – here I am, God in a body

· If you see me you've seen the Father.

· To listen to me, is to listen to the Father

· To get your mind around what I'm saying is to understand what God is really like

· Environment where if you were rich you were blessed by God / If you were poor you 



were cursed by God or outside of God's will

· Environment where if you were sick, it was a punishment by God, or because your 



parents sinned

· Environment where Jews believed God was a racist, only wanting to bless one nation

· Environment where God was mystical; a puzzle to be figured out – You dare not call 



Him “Father”, He was so removed you dare not even mention His name

· Jesus would teach things, people were amazed - “never heard that before”



so different from I was taught / parents believe / uncomfortable / even impractical

· still, when Jesus would teach, people were amazed, wanting to embrace what He taught even though it was uncomfortable – very at times, impractical, impossible to attain to – yet many embraced Him with all their desire, all their heart

· embracing those truths transformed their lives.

These verses sum it up best:
(quoted out of context all the time)

John 8:31  To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.  (abide, remain, dwell in) – pause/abide/remain/submit/absorb

· Being in a dark room, open the door to a bright light – it hurts.  I can retreat to the darkness, or I can pause, abide, remain... my eyes will eventually adjust to the light, and I will be able to see.  If you will abide – in time your eyes/heart will adjust and you will have a moment where you see it.

John 8:32  Then (KEY WORD / After-then...) you will know (aha! I get it) the truth, and the truth will set you free."  

· WHAT A PROMISE!  Not a magic prayer, but an abiding life

· The people there were like - “Whoa!  This is bright; it hurts our eyes!

John 8:33  They answered him, "We are Abraham's descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say that we shall be set free?" 

· How could they be so blind? - Simple.  same reason you are and I am; there are things I 


don't really want to know / truths I don't want to face / facts I don't want you to 
bring 
front and center because they bother me – don't mess me up with the truth / we're 
accustomed to living in the shadows and shade and darkness

· Guy came to Jesus by night – Nick at night – John 3

· Guy who had lots of money / tax collector – became generous

· Woman caught in adultery / “You are guilty / unconditionally forgiven!

John 8:34  Jesus replied, "I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin.

John 8:35  Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever.

John 8:36  So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

“Will we abide and remain, abide, stay in the uncomfortable light until God in His grace allows our eyes to adjust?”

This is a process He wants to continue every day of our life, living in His truth and allowing it to set us free.

Song words - “even when I cannot see”

Props – Sunglasses

