ReThink Church: Community 101

My 1997 Mission Trip to Mexico


Surrounded by people who spoke a different language, which I didn’t understand


Surrounded by people with a different culture, and were indifferent to mine


Their happiness irritated me


My life was in their care; it was frightening


I didn’t know what was going on; I wasn’t informed


They were indifferent to my feelings / I felt like I was a trophy for them to display


I felt very alone.  That led to – “I don’t belong here.”  “I just want to get out of here.”

That one experience tainted the whole trip for me.  When we finally arrived back in Texas, I was never so glad to see familiar sights and language!  I've never gone back – I don’t trust missionaries.  One experience shaped an ongoing emotional response in me.
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This message is about belonging.  Everybody needs to belong – from the 4 lb. premie in the hospital incubator to the ninety-two year old grandma, lying in the nearby nursing home. It's about being a church that helps people to belong.

This is also a message about belonging in the church. The church, when it is authentic, is the people of God, and becomes a place of mutual acceptance, friendship, support and unconditional love.

Many people have problems with belonging these days.  They want to, yet they don’t want to.  I have spoken with many who didn’t even understand their contradictory feelings.  We sometimes need help in sorting out ideas that God would approve, from ideas that have no place dominating a Christian’s life.

And so, this message is intended as an invitation and a guide to belong; to become part of a church and a people who actually give a rip about one another’s spiritual, emotional and practical needs.

I'm very independent so I need...

COMMUNITY FOR DUMMIES!

Four Levels of Christian Community (or Fellowship) in the Bible


1. Membership: Choosing to Belong


2. Friendship: Learning to Share


3. Partnership: Doing My Part


4. Kinship: Loving other Believers Like Family

You were formed for God's family.   (“Fitly framed together” - Eph.4)

Acts 2.41-47

41  Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number that day. 

42  They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43  Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 44  All the believers were together and had everything in common.     45  Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 46  Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47  praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.[image: image2.png]



These verses are kind of like “Community 101” in the Bible!

Verse 41:

1. They received the Word of God; the message of Christ as delivered by Peter.


A. They now shared a common faith in Christ


B. They also shared a common receptiveness to the Word of God.  (not criticizing, etc.)

2. They were baptized. 


A. Outward evidence that they had become followers of Christ.  Symbol / Picture


B. 1Co 12:13  Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are 

free. But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.   (New Living Translation)


C. Public way of saying that though we are individuals, we become ONE – “I am now 

     part of a group of believers, and I am excited about choosing to belong.”

D. Rom 6:3  Or have you forgotten that when we were joined with Christ Jesus   

     in baptism, we joined Him in His death? (4) For we died and were buried with Christ 

     by baptism. And just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glorious power of the 

     Father, now we also may live new lives.

E. First act of obedience in following Christ; “gateway” spiritual event leading to new 

life; by faith we respond to spiritual truth with physical obedience, thus allowing the   

spiritual to manifest in the natural physical realm.  This is the way of God, where 

obedience becomes the pathway for the miraculous.  It is faith with works.

If you have never followed Christ in water baptism, there is a place on your connection card for you to let us know you’re interested. We will plan a baptism service soon.  

Verse 42: They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

3. They invested time and care in each other.  (Community/ Fellowship)

A. being discipled through teaching

B. talking about their spiritual discoveries and journeys with each other 

C. eating together  (Pastor's Potluck – Wednesday, October 7, 6:30 – 8:00)

D. praying

In other words, they were becoming family and friends with each other.

Fellowship is the Bible word for loving God’s Family.

I Peter 2:17 says "Love your spiritual family." That's what God wants you to do.  That's one of God’s purposes for your life.  You see, God says I want you to learn to love the people in your family.  Why?  Well, there are several reasons. First, your physical family is going to eventually fall apart.  In fact, many of them fall apart here on earth.  But your spiritual family is going to go on forever.  It will last forever and ever, for eternity in Heaven.  And so you're going to spend more time with your spiritual family than you do with your physical family.  God wants you to learn to love them.  

“The person who loves God must also love other believers.”  1 John 4:21 (GW)
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“Some say they love Jesus, but not the church.  That’s like saying I love you, but I can’t stand your body; or I love you but I can’t stand your wife!”       (Rick Warren, “The Purpose Driven Life”)
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So, according to the Bible, one of God’s Purposes for your life is

to be a part of God’s family.                              (Lone Wolf Clip)

His unchanging plan has always been to adopt us into His own family by bringing us to Himself through Jesus Christ.
 Eph. 1:5 (NLT)

The entire Bible, this entire book, is the story of God building a family.  That's what it is all about.  It's why we have History, because God is building a family for Himself that is going to last not just here on earth, but forever and ever and ever in eternity.  It is an eternal family.  You were made to last forever, and God wants you in His family.

I’m writing… so you’ll know how to live in the family of God. That family is the church...”
 1 Tim. 3:14-15 (NCV)

It is not a building; it is not an institution; it is not an organization; it is not a club.  It is a family.  Church is not a place you go to.  Church is a family you belong to.  Big difference.  It's more than a building, more than a service.  And you were not meant to be here on earth alone, to go through life on your own.  The fact is we need each other.

 Above all of these, it is the church that Jesus died for.  
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Committed Christ-followers never surrender our ideals about the church, but we come to terms with its shortcomings and human blemishes graciously.  We seek to practice what the Bible calls a “love which covers a multitude of sins.”  The more we love, the more ready we are to look for the best in our fellow Christians, refusing to take the failures we see as final.  We believe the grace of God will triumph in the church — and in ourselves.
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...You are members of God's very own family... and you belong in God's household with every other Christian.   Eph. 2:19 (LB)
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Why Become Part of a Church?

Some people say, “Well, I’m a Christian, but I don't want to belong to any church.”  That just doesn't make sense.  The church is where you live out what it means to be a Christian.  That's like saying, “I’m a football player, but I don't want to be a part of any team.”  It doesn't work.  That's like saying, “I’m a tuba player, but I don't want to be a part of an orchestra.”  A tuba player without an orchestra sounds pretty funny.  –  a Christian without a church family is an orphan.  God meant us to be a part of a family.

In the Bible, the reality of one’s spiritual experience is measured by the degree to which it becomes physical. To deepen community in a particular church is simply putting action to your faith, choosing to live out your spiritual commitment to Jesus in the church that Jesus died for.

It is true the organized church is filled with foibles. But are those who shun a commitment free of foibles?   Yes, the church is blemished. But Christ still loves her, says Paul, not because she is without blemish but that he might one day present her so. He sees the church, warts and all, and knows he must first love that which he would change. 

LHCC is not the church it will be, but it is the church that will one day be all God has called it to be. Being part of the church or a home group is a great first step in loving it as Jesus does.

